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S540TH EIGINEER SOMBAT GROUP
APO 758 US ARMY
L Mey 1945.
SUBJEGT: S-3 Monthly Aetivity ZFournal for April 1945.
T : Commanding Officer, 540th Enginser Oombat Group, APO 758, US Army.
1 April 1945 - GRUNSTADT, Germeny - The 540th Engineer Combat Group

sontinued eocordination and supervision of engineer
work done by assigned and attached units. The 2832nd Engineer Combat Batialion
sontinued maintenanse of approashes to heavy ponton bridges at MANNHEIM and at
WORMS, and of gpproaches to treadway bridge south of WORMS. Servised maneuver
sables for rafts. Erested 2 mine barrier eables at MANNHEIM. Flased 200 yards
of double soneertina at WORMS bridge, and 1000 yards of single eoneertina around
wreckage of LANVHEIM bridge at water level. Assembled assault boats to be re-
paired, salvaged, or turned in. Neintained upstream defense. OContinued water
point at FRANKENTHAL. The 2833rd Engineer Combat Battalion elosed ferry oper=-
ations at 2030 hours. UJontinued patrolling river. Plaeced concertina around
approashes to heavy ponton bridge north of WORMS. OChecked and de-boobytrapped
buildings for the l4th AAA Brigade Headquarters. Treadway bridge No. 2 was oub
at 1200 hours. The 85th Engineer Heavy Ponton Battalion maintained the heavy
ponton bridges at WORMS and at MANNHEIM and chesked vehisular traffie over same.
The 1553rd Engineer Heavy Ponton Battalion maintained heavy ponton bridge No. 4
north of WORVS and treadway bridge No. 8 south of WORMS, ehecking vehieular
traffic over same.

disassembled treadway bridge south of WORMS, 2 infantry
support rafts, and one heavy ponton faft; eontinued hauling river-erossing
equipment to Engineer Depot. Dismantled one mine-barrier eable, one ISR cable
and one HPR eable. UContinued patrolling river. The 2833rd Engineer Combat
Battalion sontinued maintenance of approashes to the heavy ponton bridge north
of WORVS. Hauled river-erossing equipment to dump. Disassembled one heavy
ponton raft and 3 infantry support rafts. Maintained upstream patrols The
85th Engineer Heavy Ponton Battalion eontinued maintenanee of heavy ponton bridges Q
at WORMS and MANNHEIM. The WORLS bridge was elosed from 0855 to 0930 and .from {
1350 to 1410 to effeet repairs (adjust nearshore hinge sill and replace damaged
boat in farshore hinge span raft). The 1553 Engineer Heavy Ponton Battalion main- @
tained the heavy ponton bridge north of WORMS; maintained the treadway bridge :
south of WORMS until 1000 hours, at whieh time the bridge was elosed to traffie ?J
in order to be dismantled. Chedked vehisular traffie over bridge. The 147th
QM Battalion (liobile DUKW) supervised the operation of the 829th Amphibian Truek
Jo, whieh eontinued transporting supplies across the RHINE Rivers

g -

2 April 1945 - GRUNSTADT, Germany - The 2832nd Engineer Combat Battalion D
R,

{

G

3 April 1945 - BURSTADT, Germany = Headquarters and Headquarters Company,
540th Engineer Combat Group, moved to BURSTADT. Continued
soordination and supervision of engineer work done by assigned and attached units.
The 2832nd Engineer Combat Battalion maintained approaches to the heavy ponton
bridge in MANNHEIM. Dismantled treadway bridge south of WORMS and hauled material
to Engineer Depot. Continued to maintein upstream defense. Closed water point
at FRANKENTHAL at 1800 hours. The 2833rd Engineer Combat Battalion eontinued
maintenanee of approaches to heavy ponton bridge north of WORMS. Oontinued up=-
stream patrol and river defense. Operated water point at OSTHOFEN., The 85th
Heavy Ponton 'Battalion continued maintenance of heavy ponton bridges at WORMS
and at MANNHEIM. The 1553rd Engineer Heavy Ponton Battalion continued to maine
tain the ponton bridge north of WORNS.

4 April 1945 - BURSTADT, Germeny = All attached units were released at
1800B hours on Army order. The 2832nd Engineer Combat
Battalion eontinued maintaining approashes to the heavy ponton bridge in MAINHEIM.
Returned sable equipment from treadway bridge site to Engineer Depot. DBattalion
moved as follows: Headquarters and Headquarters & Serviee Gompapy to LAMPERTHETINM;
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S-3 lionthly Aetivity Journal for April 1945 (Continued)

f8o "A" to SANDHOFEN; Co "B" to WALDORF; Co "G" to KIRSGHGARTHAUSEN. Made roads
bridge, end railroad reeonnaissance of newly assigned area. The 2833rd ?xxgineer
Jombat Battalion moved as follows: Headquarters and Headquarters & Serviee Go
moved to BIBLIS; Co "A" to ZWINGENBERG; Co "B" to HOFHEIM; Co "C" to ROHRSHEIN.
Maintained river guard and upstream patrol. The 85th Engineer Heavy Ponton Bms -~
" sontinued to maintain MANNHEIM end WORNS heavy ponton bridges. The MANNHEIM
bridge elosed from 0200 hours to 0215 hours 0 replase 2 broken balk and one
split balk in one span of the bridgee :

5 4pril 1945 - HEIDEIBERG, Germany - Headquarters and Headquarters Co,

et

th0th Engineer Uombat Groups moved to HEIDELBERG. OCon-
tinued eoordination and supervision of engineer work done by assigned unitse. The
2832nd Engineer Combat Battalion moved as follows: Headquarters and Headguarters
& Serviee Go moved to KIRGHHEIM; Co "A" moved to LEIVEN; Co "B" moved to WIESLOCH;
Jo "3 moved to KIROHHEIM. Made road resonnaissance in new area. G(losed water
point in ROXHEIM and opened a water point in KIRCHHEIM. The 2833rd Engineer Combatb
Battalion moved as follows: Battalion Headquarters moved to HEUENHEIN; Headquar-
ters & Serviee Co moved to HEIDELBERG; Co "A" moved to HEIDEIBERG; Co "B" moved
to HEZIDEIBERG; Oo "0 moved to SCRIESHEIM. Maintained roads in assigned area
and econtinued RHINE River patrol and defense. Olosed water spoint at OSTHOFEN and
opened a water point at HEIDELBERG.

6 April 1945 - HEIDEIBERG, Germany ~ The 2832nd Engineer Combat Battalion
Ty made road, railroad, and engineer material reconnaissance,
maintained roads, and quarded engineer dumps in assigned area. The 2833rd Engineer
Oombat Battalion maintained approaches to treadway bridge over NECKAR River viel-
nity of MANNHEIlM, and approaches to heavy ponton bridge approaches in HEIDELBERG.
Maintained roads in assigned area; assembled German floating bridge equipment

at ponton site at MANNHEIN.

7 April 1945 = HEIDEIBERG, Germany - The 2832nd Engineer Combat Battalion
eontinued maintenance of roads in assigned area; guarded G:iria
German engineer dumps. Oo "O" moved to REICHARTSHAUSEN. -The 2833rd Engineer
Combat Battalion eontinued maintaining roads in assigned areay and approaeches to
treadway bridge vieinity of MANNHEIM and to heavy ponton bridge at HEIDEL3ERG.
Oontinued bauling German floating bridge equipment to ponton bridge site at
VANNHEIM. Oo "0" moved to EBERBACH. Set up a water point in EBERBACH.

8 = 11 April 1945 - HEIDELBERG, Germany - The 2832nd Engineer Jombat Battalion
eontinued maintenanse of roads in assigned area. Began
sonstruetion of 2-way ¢lass 4O, one-way elass 70 highway bridge at SINSHEIM on
8 April 1945; eompleted 11 April 1945. The 2833ré Engineer Combat Battalion
maintained treadway bridge and approaches vieinity MANNHEIM and ponton bridge and
approaches at HEIDELBERG; maintained roads in assigned area, sweeping for mines
where neeessary; eontinued hauling German floating bridge equipment to ponton
bridge site in WAMNVHEIM. OCo "A" moved to vieinity of OFFENAU on 11 April 1945.

12 April 1945 - HETDELBERG, Germany - The 2832nd Engineer Combat Battalion
S eontinued maintenanse of roads in assigned area; rein-

foreed highway bridge at WAIBSTADT; policed and destroyed German maaitions along.
roads. The 2833rd Engineer Combat Battalion was relieved at 1000 hours of main=-
tenanee of treadway bridge vieinity of MAINHEIM and of ponton bridge in HEIDEIBERG
by the 3LA4th Engineer (GS) Regiment. Headquarters and Headquarters & Serivee Co
moved t0 GUNDELSHETN; elosed water point at HEIDEIBERG and opened a water point
at GUNDELSHEIM. Continued maintenanee of roads in assigned area.

13 - 16 April 1945 - L K East of AGLASTERFAUSEN, Germeny (German Barracks) -

Headquarters and Headquarters 0o, 540th Engineer Combat
Group moved to woods 4 km east of AGLASTERHAUSEN. Oontinued coordination and
supervision of engineer work done by assigned units. The 2832nd Engineer UJombat
Battalion eontinued maintenanse of roads in assigned area and police and destruct-
ion of Germen munitions. Co "A" moved to HEILBRONN on 15 4pril 1945. Began ‘
bridge over NECKAR River at HETLBRANN (assembling materials, ete).

s
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April 1945 (Gontinued)

2833rd Engineer Combat Battalion maintained roads and policed Germsn munitions
in assigned area. Started eonstrustion of 2-way elass 40, one-way elass 70
highway bridge over JAGST River, vieinity JAGSTFELD. Removed Sehu-mines from
vieinity of bridge at S-079709. Opened water point at NEQKARZIMVERN. Closed
water point et GUNDELSHEIlM. Co "B" moved to OBERSHEFTLENZ on 16 April 1945.

'17 = 22 April 1945 = NEUENSTADT, Germany = The 540th Engineer Jombat Group

moved to NEJENSTADT on 17 April 1945 and eontinued eocrd-
ination and supervisiom of engineer work dome by assigned units. Headquarters and
Headquarters & Serviee Co, 2832nd Engineer Combat Battaliom, moved to HEIIBROWN
on 17 April 1945. Gontinued maintenance of roads in assigned area. Began con-
strueti on of highway bridge over NEDKAR River at HETLBROIN on 17 April 1945 .
Olosed water point in KIRCHHEIM and set up a water point in HEILBRONI:on 17 April
1945« ©n 18 April 1945, Co "B" moved %o FRANKENBAGK. On 21 April 1945, a water
point was set up in NEUENSTADT; Co "C" moved to NEUDENAU. - The 2833rd Engincer
Oombat Battalion eontinued maintenance of roads in assigped area, guarding of
German engineer dumps, and poliee of German mnitions from area. On 17 April 1945,
the assembling of materials was begun for bridge over KOJHER River vieinity of
WALDAU. On 19 April 1945 - marked gap in minefield vieinlty of bridge at WALDAU.
On 20 April 1945 - completed bridge over JAGST River vieinity FAGSTFELD - 2-way
elass 40, l-way elass 70, 2 spans each 42 feet, 14 eighteeh-ineh I-beams per

span, 20-f70t roadway. On 21 April 1945 %o "B* moved to KENZELSAU and Co "OW
moved to vieinity of OSTERBURKEN. On 22 April 1945, Co "B" moved to UTTETHOFFEN
and Jo 0" moved to WESTHEIM. :

23 - 25 April 1945 -  WELZHEIN, Germany = The :540th Engineer Combat Group moved
$0 WELZAEIM on 23 April 1945 end eontinued eocrdination and
supervision of engineer work done by assigned units, in e¢lose support of VI Corps.
The 2832nd Engineer (ombat Battalion eontinued maintenance of roads in assigned
area, rendered engineer assistance to hospitals losated within area, and guarded
German engineer mabterial and dumpse. 23 April 1945 - elosed water point in NEUEN-
STADT; Co "B® moved to SULZBACH. 2l April 1945 - relieved 2833rd Engineer Combat
Battalion of water point in NECKARZIIIERN. 25 April 1945 - Hq and H & S Co moved
to WELZHEIM; opened water point in WELZHEIM; econpleted 2-way elass 40, l-way
elass 70 highway bridge over NECKAR River at HEILBRONN; e¢losed water point at
HETILBRCOIN. 2833rd Engineer Combat Battalion eontinued maintenanece, repair, and
resonnaissanee of roads in assigned area. Guarded engineer fasilities policed up
and destroyed German munitions. 23 April 1945 ~ Hq and H & S Oo moved to MICHEL~-
FEID; began construetion of highway bridge over the ¥OCHER River vieinity of
WESTHEIM. 24 April 1945 - Co "G" moved to OTTENDORF and began construetion of
bridge over KOUHER River vieinity NIEDERNDORF; opened water point at NIZHELFELD.

26 - 30 April 1945 - GOPPINGEN, Germany - 540th Engineer Oombat Group moved to
Goppingen; eontinued ecordination and supervision of
engineer work done by assigned units in elose support of VI Gorps. The 2832nd
Engineer Combat Battalion eontinued maintenance and patrol of roads in assigned
area, 26 April 1945 - Jo "A" moved to SCHORNDORF; ec¢losed water point in NECKAR-
ZIMMERN; began construetion of .elass 25 bridge for Army ASP at ADOLZFURT; began
eonstrustion of 2-way ¢lass }0, l-way elacs 70 highway bridge over KOCHER River '
vieinity of MUNSTER. 27 April 1945 - Go "A" moved to GAILDORF; opened a water
point in GOPPINGEN. 28 April 1945 - completed l-way elass 25 bridge at ADOULZFURT -
length 30 feet, 15-foot roadway. 29 April 1945 - Co "C" moved to AIBECK, 30 April
1945 - made road and bridge resonnaissance in newly assigned areay Uo "G" moved
to ALTENSTADT, 2833rd Engineer Combat Battalion eontinued maintenance, patrol
and resonnaissanee if roads in assigned area. 26 April - began eonstruetion of
2-way elass 4O, one-way elass 70 bridge (highway) on Route 298 vieinity of UNTER
ROT; opened water point at OTTENDORF. 29 April 1945 ~ bridge over KOCHER River
vieinity of WALDAU opened to l-way elass 40 traffis. 30 April 1945 - completed
sonstruetion of 2-way elass 4O, l-way elass 70 highway bridge on Route 298 vieinity
UNTER ROT; hauled Bailey bridge equipment from bridge site vieinity WALDAU to
engineer depot at GUOPPIIGEN., :
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S=3 Monthly Aetivity Journal for April 1945 (Continued)

1 -30 April 1945 -  GERMAVY -~ The rain duties of the S-3 Seetion during
this period were as follows:

ls Preparation of Engineer Situation Report to Seventh Army Engineer Seetione.

2e Assignment and supervision of all work Projeets assigned to this Head-
quarters. '

3+ Maintained daily liaison with Army and Cofps Engineérs.
L4e Issued 29 "Operations Instruetions®.
5S¢ 1Issued "Operations Memorandums" on Hhe following subjeets :.
as No. 6 - "Disposition of Enemy Ammunition®, 11 April 1945.
De Noo 7 =~ "Destruetion of Signal Communieations", 12 April 1945,
6o TIssued "After Aetion Report" on RHINE River Crossinge

T+ Dispateh of engineer equipment for operational purposes within the unit
until this funetion was taken over by Self in 27 April 1945

72

S. G. HARDENAN
Gaptaip, 0.E.

3-3
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5 April 1945
1000 Col. Thomas VI Corps Eagineer stated that a Liaison Offieer
guide fram Corps Engineer Unit will be at VI Sorps.
540th Engineer (P to piek-up 1021 Engineer
treadway bridge ceompany
6 April 1945
1000 Found loeation of 34) Engineer (GS) Regiment Liaison Offieer
and 2730 Engineer Light Equipment Company. 7th Army.
7 April l9lL5
1100 Notified 7th Army Engineer of German heavy Liaison Offieer
ponton bridge equipment. lMajor Harrisom to Army.
stated to eomplete RR reeonnaissance from
HEIDEIBERG to EBERBACH. Give all engineer
data on reeonnaissance
8 April 1945
1000 7th Army requested written report on status Va jor Harrison
of treadway bridge left on site instead of
hauling to E=-214.
1150 [ Ma jor Casey requested road grader and - Telephone
air compressor. :
1200 Told Major Ferry to saneel work on German Telephone
heavy ponton bridge
9 April 1945
Meke reeonnaissancee of site for fixed bridge Lt. Col, Darling
at JAGSTFELD & HEILBRONN
10 April 1945
0735 Major Ferry request to move Jo "A" Telephone
GUNDELSHEIM. - :
0945 Guide fram 2832 Engr ¢ Bn picked up message Person
t0 get erane from 2730 Engr L.E. Go.
1830 | Lt.. Col. Manning request information of all Personal Gall.
: dump and hospital losations in assigned area.
11 April 1945
1000 | Engineer Seetion 7th Army reguest two (2) Liaison Offiser
messengers daily when possible. to 7th Army.
1430 Oontaeted asst. S=3, 344th Engineer (GS) Regt. | Person
to relieve 2833 Engr 0 Bn from maintenance of
treadway bridge and approaches at MANNHEIM
(Neekar River) and approaches to heavy ponton
bridge at HEIDELBERG, effestive 120800B Apr.
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1545 |Traffie over bridge at SINSHEIM (S-827732) Tel. fr laj. Oasey

12 April 1945

Inform battalions of eutting signal wires with |Lt. Ool. Manning
bulldozers or demolitions.

0815 Maj. Casey to Capt. Neville ~ Returning Road- |Fhone
Grader, Air Oompressor and Crane to 2730 Engr
L. B. Oompany.

0900 Lt. Lacey to Qapt. Neville - Will remain at Phone
present OP until 1400 and will eontaet Gp Hg
when he eloses CP.

13 April 1945

1030 Maj. Oasey to Qapt. Neville - Requested per- Phone
mission to hold Road Grader one more day
before sending it to Gp Hq for work - reason:
new motor not broken in.

2100 Qalled Lt. Gol. Darling and asked if he had Telephone
30 - 18" x }2' I-Beams.

1 April 1945

1330 S-3, 36th Engr C Gp, ealled in reference of Telephone
relieving bhis unit on jobs.

1340 Send shovel operators, welding operators, and fLt. 8ol. Manning
are . welders to 344th Engr (GS) Regt.

15 April 1945 3

o745 lia j. Ferry wants to elose Bailey bridge 13 hours Telephone
to jack-up bridge :
0750 Called Lt. Ool. Darling in reference to elosing ffelephone
Bailey bridge. :

0830 Called Lt. Col. Knapp relayed message to close [felephone
Bailey bridge at 0001 hours on 16 Apr.

1115 Tﬁaj. Brown proposed that each battalion design Persom
and submit plans for standard timber bridge ;
to be ecarried by eaeh battalion.. S-3 to deeide
on final design and number of feet.

78

1635 Received message from 2832nd Engr O Bn that Message
guides were sent to piek-up Prime Mover and

trailer from 2833rd Engr € Bn.

16 April 1945

t
i
{ 0930 Maj. Harrison ealled and said to start eon- Telephone
\ struction of HEILBRGWN bridge immediately
!

A2 -
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1045

1140

1600

1100

1,00

1300

0900

1045

1050

! 1600

16 Aprii 1

Lt. Lacey to Japt. Neville =~ Givilian foreman
at NESKARZIMMERY ball-bearing plant passed on
a request by an unknown Col. for 20 more men
to go to work and also that they ghould re-
move the eleetrie eocnduets from tuanels.

Capt. Neville %0 Lt. Lacey - Continue as per
our work order. Also will you submit mine-
field report on minefield at S-079709.

Maj. 04Brien - asked about light line, and
loeaticn of 2730 Engr L.E. Oo - he wants to
use lights on HEILBRQIN bridge job. Also
asked about removal of treadway bridge at
NECKARELZ »

To 2832 Engr O Bn - Corps said OK on lights at
HETIBRAN but to eheek with 100th Division.

17 April 1945

Notified Maj. O'Brien to put in water point
at HEILBRGEN..

Qapt. Stephens to Oapt. Neville - Will remove
Bailey bridge over JAGST River at JAGSTFELD
between 0001-0600 19 Apre At the same time,
will gaek-up Bailey over KOUHER River vieinity
WALDAU. Wants elearanse on both.

18 April 1945

Qapt. Neville to Uspt. Stephens - OK to remove
Bailey at JAGSTFELD and jaeck Bailey at WALDAU.

19 April 1945

Capt. Neville to Lt. Ool. Darling at VE Corps -
What shall we do with Bailey being removed
from JAGST River at JAGSTFELD? Lt. Col.
Barling - leave it stasked on site.

{Vaj. Casey to Capt. Neville - Want one Road
Grader. Also need signal people at Bridge
site in HEILBR({N. ©szpt. Neville to Maj.
Qasey - OK on road grader, send guide.

Gapt. Neville to 8apt Lee at VI Jorps - Will
you send signal people to bridge site at
HETIBRONN? Let me know time.

Maj. Harrison (Cadet) to Qapt. Neville - Is
sending Work Order and plans for PW enslosure
at HEILBRONN; also sending Capt. Lovelaee (TO)
to go with one of our offieers to make esti-
mate on. railhead work at HEILBRONN (on 20 Apr)

Submit estimate to Army Engineer as soon as
possible. g

5

Phone

Phone

Person

Phone

Person

: FPhone

Phone

Phone

{Phone

Phone

Fhone
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1835

0800

0900

1000

115

1400

0930

0945

1035

34k fagr (GS) Regt. - Answer - No.

: 22 April 1945

19 April 1945

gapt. Ngville to Maj. Harrison at Oadet -
2832nd Engr O Bn wants welders baek from

20 April 1945

Maj. Harrison ealled saying eannot release
operators and welders fram 345 Engr (GS) Regt.

Qapt. Stevens called and stated that the Bailey
bridge over JAGST River was pulled and Bailey
bridge over KOCUHER River was jacked-up.

21 April 1945

Place guards on power plant. DlMaintain road
from HALL to GAILDORF. Oontaet 5lst Evacu-
ation Hospitel and give engineer assistance.

Maj. O'Brien to Capte Neville - asked:
(1) About railhead job at HEILBR(NN - Answer -
to be done by 1175 Engineers.

(2) When ligquor guards at HEILBRONN would
be relieved - Answer - On 21 or 22 April by
Tth Army seceurity.

(Answers received by phone from Capt.
HARDEMAN at Cadet).

Capt. Neville left to eontaet 34l Engr (GS) Regt
to ask for Quiekway Grane for HEILBRAN bridge
job. @Oontaeted Maj. Ralston, S-3, and he said
he might be able to give us one on 23 April.
Also arranged for his unit to relieve aur
guards on oement plant at CBERGINPERN at
221500B April. Visited 2730 Engr L.E. Go. at
FRANKENTHAL, and asked for 2 - 20Ton trailers
with Prime Movers. Also gave us 24-hour
leeway on 1,000 mile inspeetions, if opera-
tionally neeessary. Stopped at 2833 Engr G Bn
Hg to notify them that they would regeive 2
Prime Movers and trailers on 22 April.

Pull guards from German engineer dump at
NECKARSULM.

0apt. Neville notified S-3, 2832nd Eagr O Bn
that 34} Engrs would relieve his guards on
eement faetory at 1500 hourse.

Water point at NECKARVMMENGINN would like
relief by Army.

Phone

Telephone

Telephone

Lt. Gol. Darling

Person

Person

Tel fr Maj Harrison

fﬂessage

‘Tel Maj Trigg




REFRODUCED AT THE NATIONAL AR

UECLADDLE LD PR R
cres fgﬁfleZJZZEE5CUjZ_ R

- syd  NARA Date ﬁ%@ WEER comx%sc}igfg

HOUR

~ ENTRY

8QURCE

1330

1100

1330

23 April 1945

Sorps will move tomorrow to prearranged
loeation.

25 April 1945

Maj. Harrison at Cadet said he wanted 2l -hour
notiee on opening of all bridges. Water
point at NECKARZIMMERN will be relieved by
151 Bagr WS Co. on 26 April.

We will get our welders baek from 344th
Engineers todaye. :

27 April 1945

Lt. 0ol. Manning notified us that S-4 would
take over dispatehing of light equipment
t0 battalionse

28 April 1945

MUNSTER bridge job is Ammy Work Order #425.
2731st Engr L. E. Co. is at M-9452.
Iocation of Engineer Dumps:

BE-217 - CRAILSHELM - Olass IV

E-218 - HEIDEVHEIM - Qlass IV

E-219 - ULM - Bailey
E~220 - DONAWORTH - Bailey.

/é HARDFMAN

Captain, C.E.
S-3 :

Z

Tel fr Lt. Gol-
Darling.

Person

Person

Person Maj. Harrison

Lt. 0ol. Gaynor




