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©)40TH BNGINEER REGL .l (C) !
AJP.0. #758 Us So ARMY /rm
1 February 1945.
SUBTECT: Daily Journal Report for the month o: January 19456
TO : Commending Officer, 540th Engineer I ;iment (C)s AeP.O. #758, Us S. Aruye
le Dpaily Journal Report for the month o' Tanuary 1945

The events of this Battalion for 1 & 2 Januaery 1945 are to be found
in 3tatement Form of Officers and Enlisted men- The following is an index in

ordsr in which the Statements appear in this J urnale
Major John Ce O'Brien 1st Boe Hioe Page 2
capt. Frederick C. Woods 1lst Bn. Hgse noo e
capt. Bernard L. Cohen 1lst Bn. Hgse . b
capt. Robert B. Irvin Ccompany ®A¥ L
lst Lt. Donald M. Soutar Company "A* .3
1st Lt. Robert G. Mills company ®A® . 10
1st Lt. Albert B. Phillips company "A¥ . 12
2nd Lte William He McLellan Company "A® y 13
s/Sgs. Curtiss E. young Company "Af "L
S/Sgte John J. Pinto company "A" " 15
capte Harry G. Poivey company "B" "o 16
1st Lte Daniel A. Nesbitt company "BY ¥ 7
1st Lt. Benjanin F. Sparks Company "B . 18
1st Lt. Robert P. Pearson company "BY . 19
1st/sgt. Elmer E. Hettinger company "B* n 20
1st Lt. Guy ¥. Coons Company “CH* . 22
1st Lt. Williem P. Marks company *C* .« 2
1st Lte Frank Zvirlblis company *C* " 25

s/Sgt. William L. Cox Company *C* . 27
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LOG_OF OPERATIONS

31 December 194le

1400

1430
1600
1700

1900

2400

Novii 2d by the S~3, Task Force Hudleson of the o Dbapility of
emplc, ing the battalion as infantry that nighbe '
Notiiied Baker Company and went over and contacte the 1l7th Recons
Notifie d Able Company of the alerte

Contacted Regimental Headquarters and told them ¢ the task force
plan:

cont. :ed tasc force Engineer for any further inf ~mation or plen.
CO t¢ P Hudleson called stating that in all prob.oility they would
use with Baker Company the first to be employe: .

1 Jenuary .:4‘.5.

0100

0245
0300
0430

0500

0700

1130

1135
1145
1200
1230
1300
14,00

1430
k5

Cont:s ted wR® (Company Commander and went with hi o the 11l7th Recon.
cP. aited there until approxs 0200 when the CO&  the 1ll7th ordered
"B® _ 1pany. to be able to move on a moments notic .

"B Co.mpany moved to assembly areas

Alert:d mA® Company to move on one half hour's nc..cee

Two Platoons of #i® Company Ieft their area rever =d to the control
of Captain Knight, wAv Company, 1l25th Engineers : - the purpose of
trying to retrieve a piatoon cut off in the viein by of BANNSTEIN
Q=83L5.

The other platoon of ®A® Company, ordered to the vicinity of Headw
quarters at BARENTHAL Q-8i42 for task force reserves One platoon
of Company *C", ordered to the vacinity @-8243 for support in that
area - (Captain Knight)e

Two platoons of Company ®G" left area to go into line on left flank
of Coupany %", of the 62nd AIB.

A change was effected moving the third platoon of Company *CW,

the vicinity of Battalion Headquarters ah BARENTHAL with the. third
platoon of Company ¥A¥, replacing the third platoon of Company *C¥e
The third platoon of Company *C" employed on a line running BE=W from
Battalion Headguartera, to BARENTHAL - PHILIPPSBEOURG roade

An enemy artillery barrage was put down in the vacinity of the Bn.
Hgse. in the town of BARENTHAL.

Immediately upon lifting the barrage the enemy came from the woods
to our NE. Bn. personnel entered into fire fighte

Two men left the HQS. for information at the TFH as Communications
had been devered since 1200.

An Officer and EM left to get information as the othera hadnot re-
turned.

Another man left by jeep also for information on the situation.

Jeep returned with information that the town was being evacuateds
Closed CP and directed personnel to report to Regimental CP at Woerthe
checked in at TFH for information, was informed that they did not
have information on my companiese In turn they asked me what infor-
mation T had. I asked if there were any orders - there weee none.

I then stated that I was returning to Regimental,.

N e Y
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1600 called Regimental 2adquarters and then started to look for my .0's.

2115 swA® Company had be a located at Obersoultzbach ~ Part of ®B* (o ipany
vas in the same & i and part in Bouxwiller - *C* Company was -ntact-
ed at Philippsbow . They were still in the line with the 62.c AIB.

2 Jyanuary 1945 - Compar :¢w, returned to Battalion Control at 130C

JOHN C. O'BRIEN

Majorg cO E.

lst Battalion Command

54 0th Engineer Regime. ..
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At about J.uoo hours on 31 December ] i, Battalion Headquarters was notified
by TF that some of the companies of the E..talion would probably be employed as
infantry troops. At about 2400 hours on . December 194k, a call was reseived at
Battalion Headquarters from TF that it wc. intended that *B* Company was to be the
First Company used. Shortly after 2400 hcurs on 31 December 1944, Major, O'Brien
1st Battalion Commander, left Battalion & adquarters to contact Captain Poivey, CO
of Company "B%. At about 0230 hours on . January 1945, Major O'Brien returned to
Battalion Headguarters and told me that Company had been ordered into an ass=
embly area by the Commanding Officer of «.e 117th Recone At about 0300 hours on
1 January 1945, Battalion Headquarters r¢ :ived word from Company *C* that they
had been alerted and placed on one-half ' . stand=by, by the 62nd AIB. I was
ordered by Major O'Brien to go to Compan *C* and make contact with Lt. Coons, the
CO of the Company. When I arrived at Cor .y "C", Lt. Coons was preparing to
leave for the CP of the 62nd AIB. I wen: 0 Lt. Coons to the CP of the 62nd AIB
and reported to the Commanding Officer o~ the Battalion. At this time, approxe
0330 hours, the Commanding Officer of the 52nd AIB told me that he wanted Lte
Coons to0 remain at his Headquarters and i = would tell him where and when he was
to take his men into position. I returned to *C* Company CP to assiat the company
in preparing their gear and to brief the .ompany officers as much as possible.

At ebout 0515 hours on 1 Januery 1945, I received orders from Major, O'Brien that
one platoon of Company *C® was to Eeport o Captain Knight of the 125th Engineers
in the vicinity of w8243+ Lt. Trigg anu the first platoon were sent at this times
At about 0700 hours on 1 January 1945 the two remaining platoons of Company *C*
left the area to take up position with and under the direction of the 62nd AIB in
the vicinity of Philippsbourge At about 0730 hours. on 1 January 1945 I returned
to Battalion Headquarters to learn from Major O'Brien that two platoons of Caompany
*A" had been committed to Captain Knight of the 12§5th Engineers to attempt to ree
lieve one of his platoons that were cut off by the enemy in the vicinity northe
west of Barenthale At about 0900 hours on 1 January 1945, work was received from
TF to relieve the lst Platoon of Qompany *C" and put one Platoon of Company "A* in
its piacee This was effecteds At 1115 hours on 1 January 1945, word was received
at Battalion Headquerters from Task Force Engineer that the first platoon of Company
sC* was to take up a position along the clearing from approxe 300 yards E-W from
Battalion Headquarters to the Barenthal - Philippsbourg roade At this time I was
Gispatched with Lte. Trigg and the lst Platoon of Company *C%, to take up this
position. Prior to dispatching Lt. Trigg I was to make personal contact with the
TF Engineer, who told me where he wanted the platoon placed and said that there
would be a company of Infantry who would also take up a position in this: arese At
this time he also iastructed Lt. Trigg that he was to personally report to him
when he had placed his platoon into positione At about 1145 hours. 1 January 1945,
an enemy barrage of mortars anda artillery was placed on and in the vicinity of
Battalion Headquerters. ITmmediately after thia barrage lifted t he enemy was seen
coming from the woods to tihe NE of Battalion Headquerters and at this time the
personnel of Battalion Headquarters engaged in a fire fight with the enemys AV
about 1300 hours on 1 January 1945 I was ordered by Major O'Brien to leave the CP
and attempt to make contact with TFe I left the CP at this time with one private
‘*_- =a0s gompanye As We arrived on the street leading to TF we were met by an enemy
- patrol and were fired on by small arms. It was impossible at this time to return
to Battalion Headquarters or get to TF Headquarters. We made our way to the south
east corner of town and got into the woodse At about 1530 on 1 January 1945 we
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made our way tarough the woods and were atteumptipg get back into town when
we met Major Q'Brien coming out in a vehicle. We went with him to Regimental
Headquarterses

FREDERICK C. WOOLS
Captain, C. Ee
Executive Officer,
lst Battalion, 540th
Engineer Regimentes
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My Battalion Aid Station.\waa i
Headquarters, in Baerenthal On Jam

enemy suddenly opened up with an arvillery barrage in our vicinitye

barrage I received work that there
yards North East of uss
Cunninghem to pick up these men at
aid men Tech 4 John yohnsen went *

school house to the wounded soldie.

sen, he has been missing in action
containing the wounded, and appear.
Cunninghem went into the house whi:
* sSeveral of whom entered the same h
The fate of Cunninghem remains unc
gave medical attention to two woun
Regiment, and one wounded man f rom
During this time we were under int
from the woods north of us and the

Major p'Brien told me I could atten:

maining men of my sectione I had

I dispatch

ezﬂbﬁﬁr‘ ai“ ‘ Januar&%&

scated in a school house with lst Battalion
ey 1, 1945, when at approxe 1115 hours, the
During th
‘ere some wounded Americens in a house 300
:d my ambulance with a driver Pfc Harold
:bout 1120 hourse At the same time one of
‘ards this house on foot from the rear of +
3¢ I do not know what happened to Sgt. Jo!
sver sinces My ambulance reached the house
. to be riddled by enemy mortar firee Pfc
was suddenly attacked by a German patrol
See As a result my ambulance vas capturec
wne Between the hours of 1200 and 1400 I
2d men from Company "C", 540th Engineer
ompany "A®, of the 540th Bngineer Regiment
nge small arms, mortaer and artillery fire
aouse my driver was trapped ine At 1430 he
vt to evacuate the wounded and my five rew-
1@ three patients loaded on my truck uader

protection of my red cross flag sacrificing eguipment to make roam for the wou

ed.

ed Germans who were prisoners of l.:h Armorea Division Personncle

I took one

w

LW

I then proceeded through the roar of Barenthal, stopping to treat some wou id-

additional patient on the truck ani proceeded to Woerth, from tnere my patient:
were evacuated to a hoapital by ambulancees

BERNARD L. COHEN

Captain, Cs Ee

lst Battalion Aid Station,
540th Engineer Regimente.
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On 1 January 1945 at 0300 hours we were = :rted by Major John Ce O'Brien,
Commanding Officer, lst Battalion, 540th Engin-er Regimeat (C) to be ready to
move in thirty (30) minutese I alerted the Company at this time, issuing rations
and ammunition. At 0330 hours, I was again ce .ed by Major O'Brien and ordered
t¢ move two platoons to an assembly area where rhere I would meet an officer fram
Ccoany "A*, 125th Engineers for final instruc onse Major O'Brien stated that
We would take all orders fram Captain Knighte _ompany "AW, 125th Engineers or
0i. representatives At 0415 hours, I moved t» platoons into designated assembly
a: where I contacted a Lt. from Company "AS, 125th Engineers, who said he was
ser® their by Captain Knight, Company "A®, 125th Engineers, to take us to final
a. mbly areas The Lte. from Company %AW, 125 Engineers, stated that they had
S¢ .0 out a platoon earlier in the morning and 2d not heard fram thems (Captain
Kniht's instructions were for the two platoo:. from Company *A*, 540th Engineer
R+ ment to fry to contact his platoon and giv them any assistance they might
ne . We moved out of assembly area with two atoons at 0450 to sector sough
an . south west of Bannstein to take up a defens.ve position and to send out pat-
rols to try to contact an ambushed platoon from: Company wA®, 125th Engineers.
At 0530 hours contacted six men from Company "AY, 125th Engineers, who were with
the ambushed platoon who stated, that the plat -an had dispersed in the woods and
did a0t have a chance to set up any of their weapons SO were not an organized
forces At 0545 hours, I contacted Captain Knight, Company "A", 125th Engineers
about the situation. He said to set up defensive positions in the sector we
were in, At 0615 hours, I set up positions and organized a pairol to check a
house in the ravine 300 yards aheade At 0700 hours, on way to revine the patrol
was fired on by mortars located in back of houses Small arms fire and personnel
seen indicated a platoon strengths At 0800 hours, patrols on right flank contact-
ed enemy and had a small fire fight, atrength of the enemy rorce unknowns At 0900
hours, activity on our right flank grew more active denoting more enemy aetivitye
At 1000 hours, the’third platoon from Company ®"A", 5,0th Engineer Regiment relieved
one platoon fram Company *C*, 540th Engineer Regiient, on our right sectors At
1000 hours, mortar fire from new enemy and previously unknown positions fell oa our
right flanke At 1100 hours I tried to get information on situation when units
began to vacate positions in our sectors. At 1200 hours, went to Bn. Hqe t0 secure
additional informations When the enemy began an attack rirst by throwing a barrage
of artillery fire on Barenthal and then by infiltrating from the woods into towne
I started back to our position to warn our flank of the actions At 1230, on the
vay back to our positions from our Battalion CP, I stepped at the house where
Company #A%, 125th Engineers had their CP to contact Captain Knight to see what
his next orders were concerning our positions T could not find anybody therg from
Company ®A", 125th Engineers or anyone there who could give me any information of
their change in position. At 1300 hours I contacted my platoon officers to pull
their platoons to another position where we had a better field of firee At the
same time I sent a runner to Lt. Mills, who was under Captain Knights orders but
had pulled out of the area to withdraw to the new position with the rest of the
Companye At 1330 hours, began to set up new positions at cross roads to cover
more territory. At 1400 hours, as we were moving into position enemy infantry
Approx. two companies and a column of tanks came down the ravine south of Bannsteine
The enemy knocked out one of our half tracks and two jeeps on corner and infilt-
rated our unprepared defense., At 1430 hours, sent message to company to start
bPacking trucks and vehicles in order to move some equipment. ToO set up another
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defense at this time with vhe loss of our automatic weapons and the complet
dispersal of the remaining compaay vwas impossibles All other units in this
area had already abandoned thei. positions and had pulled to the rear. At
1530 hours, men from Company still fighting enemy. Checking them in order
to save some of the equipment in area. At 1600 hours, pulled them out of the
area with approxe 504 of Qompany to an assembly area at Qbersoultzbacke At
1700 hours contacted Colonel Marvin, Regimental CO, 540th Engineer Regiment,
by phone and notified him of our new location and what had happeneds He told
me to contact Lt. Colonel Knapp, CO, 2nd Battalion, 540th Engineer Regiument
who was located at Weiabourg, ior furtiner instructionse A check was made at
0800 hours, 2 January 1945 revealing two (2) men wounded and 8ix (6) missin.,
(believed to oe safe)s Began %o reorganize Company and reclothe as much as

possible.

ROBERT B IRVIN
Captain, Cs Es
Commanding, COe. %AW
540th Engineer Regiment.
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At 0300 hours in the morning of Jan ay 1, 1945, our company was alerted

by the Battalion Commander, to move out and defend a sector south of Bannstein,
France, Captain Irvin, Company GCommander with two platoons left the Company
area at 0430 hours and on the way to the front they were delayed by half-tracis
and other vehicles retreeting back to po itions southe At 0455 hours our ¢oO
contacted the GO of the 125th Armored Engzineers who led them to a position in
which we were to deploy our men., A% 051° hours our last remaining platoon,
Commanded by Lt. Mills was called outg by the Battalion Commander to defend the
town of Barenthal, At this time I rema: ¢d in the Company area with the Head=
quarters platoon, At approx. 1100 hours T wag at the Company P in a draw sough
of Bannstein, The Company Commander tri 4 to make contact with the artillery to
lay a barrage down on a house north of which was @ccupied by the Germans who
where laying mortar fire On our Company : sctore He reutrned in 4.ProX. one half
bour and told me Barenthal was taicen by e Germans ang he could not contact any-
one from the artillery units, At 1300 7 uary 1, 1945 my Company Commander order-
ed me %o fall back on the south side of e road extending from Barenthal to
Mouterhouse and contact our thirg Platoor jommander to dig in at the bosition I
indicatede When T finally contacted Lt. fills he informed me that all the armor-
ed artillery was moving out to bositions south of Barenthal without informing any-
one, to his knowledges At that time approxs 50 men from the 125th Armored Engrse
who were on our right flank came up %o me and asked me what direction they could
890 to be in a safe DPlace. I askegd them vwhere their officer was and they said they
did not know, T tried to organize them into a firing line to protect our third
platoon which was given orders to withdraw. It was to no avail as they took off
over the hills, Finally our first Platoon arrived at our point and I had them
deploy and lay down fire to cover our third platoon's withdrawls Two Ip's were
covering our sector and when the German tanks appeared they left us insteag of

~ firing at them, We tried to defend our Position but at least two companies of

over the hills tofour rear where our camp was set up and there met owr Company
Commander. we withdrew to the town of Obersoultzbach to reorganizes

IONALD M. SOUT'AR
lst Lt. C. E.
Company "A®, 5,0th
Engineer Regiment.







{ Aufmority
1 ‘
|-

T R R TS

W .‘f:"m U:\ «© /C}W‘:@

e |

Page 10 - maily Journal Report for the moath of Ja.

On the morning of 1 January 1945, at about 030
Engineer Regiment was alerted by lst Battalion Hea:
moved out, leaving my platoon in the area. At about
O'Brier .alled Company "A® Hq. end gave me orders +
Battalion Hgs., 540th Engineer Regiment, to go intc
ried ou: these orders and reported the platoon in

0500 hct-se At about 0700 hours, Major O'Brien orc.

Captain aight, 125th Engineers to relieve Lt Tri:
Rask Foi:e Reserve, situated at about Q-819426. U.
reported to Captain Knight and he didn't know where
He order~d me to dig in on hills 363 & 292 to wait -
couldlocat Lt. Trigg. I moved wy platoon into posi:
found formation of terrain features and general pos
back to tne CP' (Qe819426) and gave this informatior

quested that I be allowed to withdraw across the rc .

ST R L D SRR S BN 4 Y ST

ry 13ks,

hours, Company waw, 540th

‘arters and two platoons

0400 hours. Major Joha C.
move my platoon to lst

ask Force Reserve. I car-
Major O'Brien at about

ed my platoon to report to
Platoon who was also in
arriving at Qe819426, I
je Trigg's platoon was.

.sther ordera or until he

°n and after making a recon.

‘ion uadesirable, I reported

> Captain Knight, and re-
and take up positions on the f

forward slopes of Hills 325 and 220 where I could g.: 800d fields of fire, and
also cover my flanks. Captain Knight then told me io take my whole platoon and

dig in on Hill 363, this was at about 1000 hours.

I carried out his orders and

when my platoon was in position I went back to his CP and reported the fact to

him but he had left and no one had any idea of his whereabouts. My runner who

I left at the P at 0800 hours reported to me that the Captain had left, and

from 1000 hours on my runner was unable to locate him, At about 1030 hours I

met a Major (neme and Organization unknown) who told me that two platoons of the
19th Armored Infantry were going to go through my posttions and take up positions
in advance of me and that at that time I would be relieveds He 2130 told me that
the Infaniry was unaware of my mmposition on the hill, and they believed them in
enemy handse At about 1130 hours I met the Captain in charge of the two platoons
of the 19th AT’ and informed him that my men were in position on Hill 363, cau-
tioning him to look for them. I had Previously informed my platoon of the infantry
coming through them. He explained this mission to me, and he was to secure Hills
363, 331 and 343. I then went back to the CP and tried to contact Captain Knight
again but by this time the whole CP was gome. At about 1300 hours I met Captain
Irvin on the road, and he informed we that the Germans were in Barenthal, and since
my right flank was exposed to pull back across the road. A little later Lt. Soutar
informed me that the Germans were advancing from the West and that he could see
theme At this time the light tanks pulled out and the TD's covering us retreated
past (Q-819426) headed sough. T assembled my platoon and starged back across the
open ground and just as I got to the road a German tank supported by approx. one
company of Infantry came down the draw from the direction. of Bannstein, and opened
fire on us. We took cover at about Q-817427 where we were joined by a Lt. and 13
men from Company "C®, 62nd AI who said that they were the last to get out of Ban-

nsteine. We decided to try to go back over the hill,

out back on the road where we

could try and join the companyes This we did being subject to small arms fire, I
and mortar fire. We kept to the ridge line until we were in the clear and came
back to the road at Q«802403, where we met Captain Irvin who took charge and moved
us t0 Obersoultzbach. I was without comuunication with Captain Knight fram 1000
hours on. All supporting troops: (Arty, tanks and TD's) pulled out and left while
I was still in position with Germans closing in on three sides of us. The intense
fire we encountered coming across the open ground made it impossible for me tO re-
form my platoon. My platoon was the last troops across the road, and the German
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Armor (estimated 3 tanks) made it impos.:ible for me to holde

ROBERT Ge MILLS
13t Ltes Ce Ee
Company *A*, S4Oth
Engineer Regiment.
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Approximately 00, 1 Jenuery 1945, Company "A®, S540th Eng
was alerted by lst Battalion Headquerters, 540th Engineer Regiu:
(1st) and the 2nd platoon were given the mission by Captain, R
my Commanding Offic r to advance up the road at g-809425 towar:
endeavor to relieve a platoon of the 125th Engineers who were -
German attacke We -~arted our advance up the road approxe O45.
oon taking the right flank of the draw. We had advanced to ab
when Captain Irvin ave me the order to take up a defensive po:
point. Approxe 09" I sent a five man patrol with a patrol of
to meke an attempt - reach the 125th Engineers. Thsy made cor
enemy about 500 yards to the north but were forced to withdraw
fire., About 1200 ¢ : of my outposts observed German troops &t
moving south down t s draw. I notified Captain Irvin and a fev
he gave the order i. withdraw and take up a defensive position
junction @=819426 running a line to the North West. We were I
were withdrawing ar we killed or wounded several of the enemy
e reached our new position about 1230 and joined with the 2nc
in forming a line. .About 5 minutes later the enemy was advanc:
the hills, at the same time throwing lots of IG and mortar fire
cal. M which was on the half-track knocked down quite a numbel

ser Regiment,

te My platoon

rt B. Irvin,
annstein and
off by the
the lst plat=-
Q-815439

ion at this

e 2nd platoon
ct with the
cause of mortar

proxe Q~822437

:inutes later

- the road

:d on as we

7 rifle firee

.d 3rd platoon

z on us fram

b use My 50

of the enemy

and a couple of minutes later the track was blowa up by enemy fires TWO
American TD's (organization unknown) were setting at Q=816425 and when they
observed enemy tanks coming down the road at @-822428 they immediately with=
drews T believe (our TD's) could have knocked out the enemy tanks. About 1240

due to a superior enemy force we were forced to withdraw toward

our bivouac

area. The enemy machine gunned and drépped mortars on us for nearly a mile
before we were out of range. I contacted Lt. Soutar & Lt. Mills and we had

the men move through the woods to our old bivouasc area where we
trucks to Obersoultzbach.

withdrew by

ALBERT B. PHILIPS

13t Lte Ce Ee

Ccompany *A%., 5S40th
Engineer Regiments
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At 0300 hours two platoons, lst ang 2nd, of my Company were ordered ou:
to try to retrieve a blatoon of the 125th Engineers which was trapped by the
enemy. This platoon was trap.-d approx. 700 yds. south of Bannstein, Franc:.
One officer from the 125th Eng:neers was with us to show us the location o
their platoon and Gaptain Irv. was directing the operation. At OLOO hour:
Captain Irvin, Lt Philips and /self with our two platoons went up the valley,
After we advanced approxs 600 rds up the valley and ridges, we contacted
the enemy. There we set up o M3 for Ssecurity and then sent out a patrol o
contact the 125th Engineers. ‘ter they had advanced 100 yards they were “ired
upon by fifle, MG, and mortars so tliey withdrew. We nad no communication o
any kind with other troops so = did not know of the front until I contact-~ |
one o the soldiers who was to my immediate froat and he said that his ecr ny
had been routed from their positions. After our patrols returned my Commanding
Officer ordered us to withdraw 100 yards. There we received concertrations of
enemy mortar fire and had one casualtye As things grew worse, we witharew :o
& high ridge overlooking a valley where we had laid wiree Just as our troops
reached the ridge the enemy was pouring down the valley with supporting tankse
There were two TD's and some armored halfetracks that left us as the German
advancede AS the enemy advanced we Opened up with MG camsing heavy casualtiess
As they reached our wire they were receiving our fire so they starting to use
mortars, fired on us. There we organized and withdrew to our bivouac as to
Save our equipment. Some of the troops were avle to leave the bivouac area
on trucks while those who covered the withdrawl g0t trucks farther fram tine
bivouac area. As soon as we got the héavy equipment ready to move out, I took
it, and one seriously wounded soldier from bivouac area to Reipertawiller. we
Placed the wounded soldier in an ambulance and at the same time I met a Captain
from the 125th Engineers. He asked me how we made oute At this time I asked
him who he was and he said he was fram the 125th Engineers. After that I proceeded

with the equipment to Qbersoultzbach.

WILLIAL H. Me LELLAN
2nd Lt. Ce Ee
Company "A®,., S40th
Engineer Regimente
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The third plat n of Company "A®, 540th Engineer Regiment ¢ which T
am Platoon Sergeant was ordered by Lte Mills my Platoon Commar ry, to dig
in on Hill 363 and 2 at about 0800 hourss Then I got orders om Lt. Mills
to move the platoon o Hill 363. At about 1400 hours, Lte Mill ordered the
Platoon to move bac across tne road because the Germaas had br .sa through
on both our flanks. As the platoon moved across the open fielu «e were
subjected to heavy nk, small arms and MG fire from two direci: as, and Lt.
Mills and I got se;r ated. I took cover and got into position t. fire. A
little later I met ’gte Pinto, Company "A%, 5,0tia Engineer Regiment, ana
we formed what men re left, and started out to find the Companr sO as to
get reorganized. % went to Reperiswilier, and turned left, wh- 2 we met
Major QO'Brien, 540t 3Ingineer Regiment, who ordered us to go t¢ ‘othback
where a truck would .ake us to the Place where the Company was :organizinge
We caught the truck ad it took us to the Company A", CP, 540t: Engineer
Regiment, at Obersc tzbach. We arrived at about 1830 hours, 1 anuary 1945

\

CURTISS E. YOUILL
S/Sgte. Ce Ee
Company %A¥, S54Oth
Engineer Regiments
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STATEMENT

At 0300 hours, two platoo: , lst and 2nd, of my Company were ordered
out by Lt. Mc Lellan, to retri-ve a platoon of the 125th Engineers, which
was trapped by the enemy. One fficer of the 125th Engineers was going to
show us the location of their .atoon. At 0400 hours, Lt. Mc Lellen, tol
me t0 organize the platoon and w©ove up into the valley, taking the left
flank while the lst platoon was going to take the right flanke After we
reached a point well in the va. .ey we were ordered to set up a defense
line. Lt. Mc Lellan told me .+ send a patrol to try to contact the enemy
The patrol consisted of mysel! .nd 4 men. F¥e advanced apout 125 yards anu
were fired upon by the enemy : om within a house. We returned the fires
In turn G and mortars opened o on us from the hille Lbte. Mc Lellan came
up with men and covered our wi 1drawl. We reorganized and withdrew 100
yards. There we received a ¢ :entration of enemy mortar fire and had on:
casuaeltye I was given orders 'O withdraw to a high ridge overlooxing the
valley, whick we had layed wir: the previous dayse Just as we reached the
ridge the enemy was proceedins; down the valley with tenks supporting them.
gne of our halfe-tracks was hit and caught on fire. As the enemy advaaced
we opened up with our MG and rifles causing heavy casualties. As they
reached our wire, they were receiving our firees They finally started mortaring
and firing on us with tankse Our iz power stoppeds All we had left was
rifle power. The enemy kept on firing mortars and Mi at us. We reorganized
the men, which vas about 35 and started back for the Company bivouac area.
We reached our area approxe 1600. We proceeded through our area and on to
Reipertswiller, turned left at Reipertswiller and Major O'Brien gave me
orders to proceed to Rothbach. We reached Obersoultzbach fram Rothbach by

truck and I feported tc the Company CPe

JOHN J. PINTO
S/Sgt. Ce Ee
Company ¥A*, 540th
Engineer Regiments
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: On December 3lst at approximately 1100 i urs, Major O'Brien notified me
‘7t the 117th Cavalry would call for my comy.ny t0 support them in case they
Wore attacked. At approximately 0100 hours, anuary 1, 1945, I was called to
72 CP of the ll7va Cavalry to report to S=3 Ireported to their CP and was
-uformed that my company, Company "B®, 540th 1gineers would probably be used
infantry to reinforce the 117th Cavalry Gicupe I returned to the campany
2d alerted them, and then retnmwned to the 1 . sh Cavalry CP to await further
- relopmentss At 0230 hours, I was ordered - Lt. Col. Hodges of the 117th
falry that I would report to Captain Zaccea © the 117th Cavalry and take
ders from him, Captain Zacca ordered me t ose ready to move out in ten mine
39« About thirty minutes later we pulled .. with Captain Zacca in charge
the convoy, riding in Lt. Col. Hodges rad = equipped jeepe We moved ©0
the vieinity Q-776452. GCaptain Zacca went i » conference with some officers.
oi the 117th and myself. He ordered me to havs one platoon to report to some
orficer in charge of light tanks as reserve, . ie platoon to "A" troop, ll7th
Cuvalry, and one platoon to "B troop. I staved in the CP in a foxhole near
the crossroads near Q=776452, until about 07C. hours: January 1, 1945. Then
I moved around trying to contact the platoon:. and then I returned to the CP
in the bivouac area of Company "B%, to obtai. rations for the companys Mean-
while Captain Zacca's CP was moved to the rear near Q-787445. I moved there
also about 11C0 hourss Approximately 1345 January 1, 1945, Captain Zacca told
me that I was no longer under his controly and that I would take ordera from
an infantry commander of the 19th Armored Infantrys I reported to this oificer
a Captain, within five minutes, and he told me to get my company together and
10 put a platoon on a small ridge to cover the withdrawl of the ll7th Cavalry
This T dide I loeatied the other two platoons who came down the rcad in tankses
Then I was ordeged Lo get my company together and get oute I called in the
platoon irom the ridge, and we mounted a truck and two campany half-iracks and
followed the 1l17th Cavelry oute I had been previously told that the withdrawl
route would be through Lembourg. Howevers the convoy was. routed through Sarr-
ensbrucs<e I followed the 1l17th Cavalry to ¥Wingen, and Bported to the S=3 at
approximagely 1800 Janusry lst, aand secured rations and told him that I was
moving to Bouxwiller and try to reorganize tihe campany. Whick I dide My Bn.
Hgse was contacted that night about 2100 hours. All my men were accounted for

and were present by 0700 - January 2, 1945

HARRY G. POIVEY
»G‘aptain, Ce Ee
Company *B", 540th
Engineer Regiment.
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STIATEMENT

At proxs 0100 hours the first platoon of compa .y "BY, 5i0th Engineer
Regiment received orders to Prepare to move out to reinforce the 117th Recone
Bhe men -re moved out at approx. 0200 hours and arrivsd at crossroads at
Q-77846- round 0230 hours. Gaptain Poivey, Commendi 3 Company "B¥, 540th
Engineer =gimeat, told me to report to Ceptain Barn: y of SB® troop, of the
117th Re -2+ and to take orders from hime Around 024 hours, Captain Barnaby
told me ' ' place the platoon between crossroad 346 ar south toward crosse
road 351 The platoon was in suppart of two recom cas and three light tankse
Our miss n was to hold the road and gover the withd:r .wl of the platoon of
the 117t iecone This was accamplished at 0700 hour: Under ordersa from the
117th Re« n. a defensive position was established of he armored vehicles plus
two half ‘racks of the 5,0th Engineer Regiment, from =782459 to q-780457.

The men ' the platoon were deployed around the armo: 'd vehicles as protection
and noth .3 of consequence took place until approxs ‘ 50 hours when several
Germans ' re seen coming up on our right flank over o ridge of a hille The
order wa: :iven to fire until two of théir number, on: wounded and the other
an aid mca, surrendered and ceme over to our limse Several enemy dead and
wounded vere noted in the areas None of our men were injured or killede At
approx. ' -15 hours we started to receive rifle fire irom snipers in the area
of attack, end at the same time enemy shelling and mortar firee The snipers
were located and ome shot the other surrendered. Two men from the 117th Recon.
were wounded during this: sniper fire. A report from 5gt. O'Riley of the third
platoon of Company *B¥, 540th Engineer Regiment, who had taken up: a position
on the other side of the ridge on our right flank at approx. 0745, told that
our fire had driven off an attack of around a company strength and that most
of the company had been either killed or injured.  The position was held until
1330 hours when the orders from 117th Recon. to withdraw were received/ The
men of the platoon mounted the armored vehicles and halfe-tracks and proceeded
in a general withdrawl from the area to Sa.rreﬁsberg. Before entering Searrens-
berg the convoy was strafed and bombed by planes bearing American insigniae
Pvt Krusely was wounded in the hand by a 20mm shell. The platoon joined the
~ third platoon at approxs 1600 hours and waited for the remainder of the campanye
3 At Serrensberg, I reported to Captain Nugent of the 1l17th Recons and left a
runnee at his CP. We were given no further missions (Captain Poivey assumed
commend of the Company again at Sarrensberge Captain Poivey, Lt. Sparks and
the third platoon joined us at approx. 1700 hours and the Company proceeded
10 Bouxwiller arriving at 2100 hourse

DANIEL A. NESBIT
1Bt Lte Ce Ee

Company "B¥, 540th
Engineer Regimente

A
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At about 0100 hours Jan
Engineer Regiment, was. alert
At about 0200 hours. the plat
At about 0230 hours we arriv
the lst and 3rd platoons to

- for the month of January 1945e

cy 1, 1945, 2nd Platoon, *B* Companys, 540t
to move out immediately with half-trackse
1 was loaded and moved out with Lt. Spark:
at the 117th Recon. CP. While waiting b
<e up positions we took up flank protecti

on the roade At O400 hours = 2nd platuon was ordered to move up and r- .ort
to Lt. Syms of the 117th Rec .. ror orderss He instructed us to take u;
frontal positions at cross - ds (780462 - Bitche 1/50,000) to support L. .
men whose tanks and armore: ars were along the road extending East al

the intersectiones While mo: g into position enemy maching guns ané sme

arms fire was encountered I the North of the roade Lte. Syms tanks a

cars returned fires By 043° ours my men were dispersed along side and

back of these vehicles . ¥+ -ere instructed to hold this position by L. Syms
until his vehicles started ucving back. Then we were to mount vehicles d

drop back to new lines being ,stablished by Captain Barnaby about three-

hundred yards to the rears

At 0700 hours the 117th tanks and armored cars

along with two TD's began pulling backe My men mounted these vehicless The
TD's took up positions along che second defensive line and my men riding these
vehicles took up positions along with thems The second platoon halfwirack
had also taken up this position along with men of the first platoone At 0730
hours the second platoon of c:ompa'ny "Bf, took up a new position about a guarter
of a mile back. About 0830 hours the men with the TD's and the half-tirack
joined the dlatoon in our new posttion on both sides of the road at 790455
along with tanks and armorea cars of the 11l7th Recone From 0830 hours until
our withdrawl from this position we were shelled continuously. At about 1100
infantry from the 1li%h Armored Division came up and began moving up to the
left and right of our position. About 1330 hours the infantry uait began to
withdrawe Shortly afterwards armored tanks. and vehicles begen to withdrave
We were ordered by Captain Poivey to remain and hold our positions until all
tanks and armored cars haé withdrawne. Three sguags and the half-track held
this position until the last vehicle had withdrawne Ve then mounted the half=
track and followeé the convoy in with drawle Cur convoy reached Mouterhouse
at 1545 hours and by that time our company CP was deserted and under shell fire.
ceptain Poivey instructed us to follow the convoy to Sarreinsburg along with
tanks and armored carse We arrived there at 1700 hours and joined the first
and third platoons We then proceeded to Bouxwiller arriving at 2100 hourse NO
casualtiess :

BENJAMIN F. SPARKS
lst Lt. Cs Es

Company "B¥, 540th
Engineer Regiment.



; Aufhority "fﬂ7_35 v

‘ a) NARA DA /()ﬁllcg

Page 19 - Daily Jou

At approximate:
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CP from flank and r
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and reare, Intermit
approximately 0500 !

was answered by MG I°

circumnstances was r
At approx. 0715 hour
722458 and reinforce.
moved into position
1330 hours the orde.
down the road we re:
outpost was drawing
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7100 hours 3rd platoon received orders fror
ere loaded on platoon trucks and moved wift
tely 0200 hours and arrived at 117th Recor
ours the platoon toox up positions to pro-
- attack by the enemys One sguad took pos:
ads with one 30 cal M3 took up positions ¢
it enemy aprial bursts of artillery were s
rs intermittent Mg fire passed high overh
‘e by the 117th Recons At 0530 Mz fiee un:
ived and it was answered by the MG fire o
the third platoon was ordered to move int
sne platoon of the 117th RecOne At approx
th 1, Listening posts of from 3 to 6 men
o withdraw was received fraom Captain Poiv

.ved enemy artillery, mortar and small arms Fire.

swa 8 ditch beside the road the order vas .

abatis which had previously been preparcde One armored car ski

and overturned. Pv

we then proceeded alcig the route of withdrawal.

we were bombed and strafed by planes bearing American insigniae.

in the right hande

the Company

the campany

CP at approx.

t 117th Recon.

ons on the

the right flank

ived and at

.« This fire
the same

he 1l17th Recon.

osition at

745 hours we

‘he At appTroXe
While moving

&S one

ren to blow an

~d on the ice

sulver who was riding on this car was injurcd about the facee
Between Lembury and Sarreasberg
Jne man was hit

it approxe 1605 we entered Sarrensberg wherec we joined the

lst platoon and reformede We then received that the second platoon and the CO

were earoute fram Mouterhouses

proceeded to Bouxwiller arriving at 2100 hours.

At 1700 hours we joined by the znd platoon and

ROBERT P. PEARSON
1st Lt. Ce Eo

Company "B", 540th
Engineer Regiment.
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3T EMENT

At around 0115 hours, I was ' old to report to the CP. At the CP Captai:
Poivey told me that the three pl: oons were going into the lines. I would be
left in charge to load the gsuppl. =nd xitchen and when the platoon tricks re: 'n-
ed to load the balance of the Cor anies eguipment. I Wwas to follow the 117t!
cavelry Recon. out of the bivouar 3reas T sent a ruaner to the CP of the 11
to await instructions from theme .bout 0730 hours, Sgt Craner reported to ©
¢P with instructions to go to Co 'y "A® when we left the bivouac areaes gk .8
were falling in the area at tanis = .mes At about 1000 or 1030 hours, Captain
Poivey returned to the Bivouac &. e He told me to unpack the CP and set th
rest of the company back in funci -n again as everything was running smooth
there was not a thing to worry & :t. I sent for the runner that I had earl =
dispevched to the 117th Recon. C: 4iving him instructions to return to the m Or
pook of this Companye I was fur® -°r instructed to set up the kitchen and tc ave
a hot meal for the men when they '~ >turned. Captain Poivey contacted Battali: = HgSe
by phone, and before leaving, tol. me 1o have ¢ rations sent to the men but g0
ahead with the other meal that we had starteds Shells weee falling in the - .a
at this time causing the cooks tc .eave the gitchen until such times as the . .ven-
sity of the hostile fire abaitede At around 1400 hours our noon meal was mos Lly
readye I notified the men and recurned to the CPs About five minutes later a
ambulance drove through this area past the CP at a speed in excess of 30 mil
an hour, a rate normally excessivc for this type of area and roadse There was
a soldier waving him on telling him to get oute I ran to the 117th Cavalry Recon.
cP. It was occupied by civilians. There was a jeep in front of the CP with a
Lt colonel in ite There was small arms fire coming in the area at this timee I
Asked the golonel where the 117th was. He told me they had pulled oui and said

that the enemy was coming this waye I told him the name of my outfit and that we

were to be informed if anything happened by this organizations I then asked him
if the roaéd to Barenthal was pPPecie. He told me that it was cut off and that the
only road open was the road to garrebourg. I asiced him what we should do. He
said that ne vwasn't interested in what I did, that the enemy was in the area and
that we hed better get oute The small arms fire became more intense and seemed
to come from behind the buildings of the 117th Cavalry Recone I ran toO our Kitchen
and o the motor pool and told them to throw everything on the trucks we were
having to puil oute The mail clerk and T loaded tae CP by the time the shell fire
and smell arms fire was getting heavier. The motor Sgte told me he could not get
the 20 ton trailer oute I told him to unhook it because the fire coming into the
area would hit all the trucks as there was no protection. TWe hooked up the CP
trailer. The only other trailer I saw was the water trailer which was frozen (o
the ground. A piece of shrapnel hit the tire of our kitchen truck. If we left
the trucks in the open we would loose theme The way out of the area was past the
117th Recon CP out to the road. This was the direction from which the fire vas
moming and if the enemy took the entrance of the area we would be unable to get
the trucks oute Small arms fire and mortar fire was increasing and I told the
truck drivers to pull out with the men and equipment we still had before we lost
thate After leaving the bivouac area and on the road to Sarreobourg, we ran upon
a convoy of the lith AT. They stopped at Sarrebourg, SO Wwe pulled out and around
and went souths I was told by an officer of Company "E¥, this Regiment, who I met
on the road that Company ®A® was amoving into the next tvown and to report to them.

I reported to Captain Irvin of Company ®A® at about 1730 hours, found a place to
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to put my men and guards and Captain
hourse I gave him my story, the mumo
vwe had at the present dime and told h
Irvine About 2100 hours, the lst Ba.
and said that Captain Poivey and 120
trucks to pick them ups The men wer:s
captain Poivey told me to return the
.sext morning Captain Poivey told me
to Bouxwillere

-
aonth of Jﬂary 1945

J0ds came to see me about 1930

- of men ana amount of eguipmeant

1 that we had reported to Captain
iessenger had the guard get me up
'n were in Bouxwiller. I left with
leeping in buildings and the

xt morning and pick them upe The
oriag all of the men and equipuent

ELMER E. HEITINGER
lst Sgt, Ce Fe

Company *B*, 540th
Engineer Regimente
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ary 1945, at 0100 hours T was ordered by Me or O'Brien to alert
d proceed to 62d Armored Infantry Headqua: srs and await orders
- Armored Infantry Headquarters was locatec in Phillipsbourg and
‘@ my orders from Colonel Mayers of that K iquarterss At O445
ayers ordered me to send a platoon to Bare shal under the Come
ree Headguarters, which T dide Lt. Trigg :d the lst Platoon
to join all three half-tracks and automat weapons which were
I had no more contact with them until tw: ‘ays. laters At 0545
d Colonel ieyers order to move the balanc: of the Company North
2s» where 2 patrol was to contact with the L.7th Recon. troops.
of Q=853.'3, who were engaged in a fire . shte The plan was
A would assist them, one piatoon wouid prc zed to high ridge
dig in o prevent any Germans from moovir ; down the main road
3+ The company moved out at 0645 hours, ¢ ‘rucked at Phillips~
*d 4 kilometers up to Q862546 where we d in on the ridges
"lanks, checking woods and ridges to our f :at as we went UPe
contact cn either flank, no telephone or :radio communication
weapons, only rifles and grenadess This v-s accumplished by
antually en artillery observer arrived, with a halfetrack.

about seiting up on the high ground forward, since the town

in the valley .ad not been checked for snipers. At 0845 !ours our patrol came
back, having come under heavy mortar fire # mile scuth of 2853443, and reporte
ed that the Recon. was pulling out to the West, having received orders to with-
drawes At 1000 aours we spotted a German armored column moving down the road
toward use The officer from artillery finelly got up on this ridge, but by
this time was cleared =nd the enemy troops had gone into the hills on the lefte
He was unable to fadio target designation and the armor was charging direction
as our barrage came down on the enemy areae The artillery observer informed us
at approxe 1100 hours that the rocad to our rear was only accessible to vehicles,
He then took offs Since I had no communications I then drew back my forward
elements to the next ridge to my rear, in order to cover the roade I also sent
a message by jeep back to arrange for communications for us, and to arrange far
artillery or mortar support, since we had good observations The messenger got
back shortly after 1200 hours with the information that a TD and an assault gun
were coming up to use In the meantime, I went back to request support mysslf, since
we were observing harse drawn artiliery, foot infantry, marching down the Bane
nstein - Barenthal road in a continual stream, about 2 miles up the roade T
then received orders from Colonel Meyers to establish my MR on a line with that
of Company ®B*, of the 62d, which I did, making contact myself. puring the
afternoon we were subject to both shelling and mortar barrage as we gradually
took up the new position. Company *B*, of the 62d arranged for a telephone

for us but dute to lack of men our flanks did not meets On orders from the 62d's
CO, we set up at Qe876443, establisheing an all around defensive Position with
two DD's borrowed from the 117th Recon. (15) fifteen men were attached to uss

At 1800 hours two companies of Infantry passed us moving to forward Positiona,
At 2000 hours one platoon of infantry, having run iato an enemy patrol, withdrew
and temporarily took up positions with us uatil they reorganized, thea werse
ordered forwards During the night there was enemy small arms fire to our forward
flang and to our rear. At 0500 hours the 117th withdrew, taking their two ag's

He was hesita:
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hours the Infantry that had Jassed us dw

Jsbourg, telling us they were withdrawing t

;he 624 Armored Infantry, at Phillipsbourg

rear. Q=880427 and took up positions on i

right), flank of his Company *B* and dug i

n 2 January 1945 on orders of Colonel Meye

't

We rejoined our Battalion at Petit Pierr:
which time T reported to Major O'Brien,

me the rest of our Cogpany had assembled t

it adh £ <

L 4

wary 19454

1g the aight, came back toward

reorganizes 0On VOCO of the

we withdrew to the new ridge

> right (exposed, no contact
We were rediewed at 1000

s with the rest of the Task

'n the afternoon of 3 January

7 Battalion Commander. By

>re and reverted back to my

GUY F. COONS
lst Lt. Ce E.
Company ®CW, 540th
Engineer Regiment.
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STATEMENT

At 0545 hours ranuary 1, 1945, Company "C", was alerted i r Infantry duty,
by lst Lt. Guy % >ns, Company Commander. The 2nd and 3rd F. coon left the
Company area at a; JXe 0645 hours by truck for Philippsbourg v sre we detrucked
and received order °‘rom our Commanding Officer, Lt. Guy F. Co: .s. We were ordered
to defend the higl ‘ound to the north and west of the highway =62« ToO rein=-
force and protect .1lippsbourg. My Dlatoon was ordered up on: ridge to give
security and as ¢« -ing force for our third platoon which was dvancing west on
N~(2, to reinforec 1d help the withdrawl of a squad of the 117'h Recon. My platoon
succeeded in reac’ 2 the high ground at Q-865lm.6 where we dugz 1 defensive positions
and set up our CP 1is was completed by 0900 hourse Due to l- < of information
concerning the en: ; as to neighboring units; to our right an she position in
tho line we spent . entire day; either on Recon. patrol or w' hdrawing to other
key points, at 16 ours our company withdrew to a point over. oking the town of
Philippsbourg, af falling back from ridge to ridge. We set .p defensive positions
overlooking route and covering the westward approaca to Phil ppsbourg at a point
Q-875432 which wa. ompleted at approx. 1830 hours, January 1, -945. At this time
in this position, had telephone communications or liason wi® companys on our
righte At approx. /00 hours a Company of 70th Infantry was se.t up in our support,
but due to lack of nformation or any definate plan the infantry advance was on
highway N-62 in tv columns, passed the defensive positions of our company and
adjacent company. hey carried with them from my observation, no extra ammo. Or
any supporting weaponss At a point west of mine approxe 500 yards they met the
Germans and one pl--ooa vwas almost wiped out. After a bitter fire fight one platoon
of Infantry withdres to our positions in the rear, at which time we tried to re=
organize them and had them to dig in on the ridge next to ourse After they return
and completed digging in, and an order from their CO came by runner requesting
them to their own unite At 0530 hours, 2 January 1945, a man from one of our out=
posts came with the message that the enemy was coming down the road which was to
the rear of our present position. At his direction I saw a large column of 70th
Infantry were withdrawing to the rear of our positione On highway R«107 columns
of halfetracks and infantry from the 62ATB were also moving to the reare We re-
ceived orders from the CO of 62AI to withdraw to a new position and went to a
position east of tewn and reorganized my platoon to await further orders. At 0700
hours, 2 January 1945, I receivedo orders to put up a defense on a high hill just
Northeast of Philippsbourg @=880425 at which we immediately took up and held until
1000 hours. when we were releived. During the operation we did not have communicat-
ion with Battalion Headgquerters, 62 AT or were we informed of the situation. ¥e
had two tanks in support, and had no liason with any supporting units direct etc.
83rd Chemical 4.2 mortars, or field artillery, other than through 62 CP which was
of no help, When artillery was needed it took 30 minutes and then it was not oObser-
ved. All Guring the operation the second platoon and third platoon did nothing but
fight a rear guard for the 62AIB.

WILLIAM F. MARKS
1ST Lt. Ce Eo
Company *C¥, 540th
Engineer Regiment.
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TATEMENT

On 1 yanuary 1945, the cor a1y was alerted about 0545 hourse ADPProxe 0645,
my platoon, the 3d platoon of C: pany *C*, along with the 2d platoon moved ..t
for Infantry duty under commanc f my CQ, Lt. Coons for Phillipsbourg to rec=ive
further information on the misc 2. In Phillipsbourg my company commander ° Lld
me and my platoon to proceed to igh ridge at Q=8625446 to dig in and preven: any
Germans. from coming down the dr- and main road to Phillipsbourg. About 080"
hours, on 1 January 1945, I sent four man patrol up the RR tracks on my leit
flank to try end make contact w “h a platoon from the 1l7th Recon. which was trapped.
The patrol was prevented from n. ing contact with t he Recons platoon along * e RR
bed at Q«8554/0 and they were urder small arms fire amd were without support. At
1000 hours, five German half-tr .ks were observed caming down the road (the nain
road) and then crossed RR track: at Q-85844l into field, dispersed,zand ap; Xe 60
Infantry men piled oute The ar . llery officer with us had not as yet set u, his
QP and was at the base of the r:.ge with his half-tracke He was immediately not=
ified to lay down an artillery .arrage but by the time he climbed the ridge ‘he
Germans had proceeded into the ! ‘llse A barrage of artillery was laid down in the
vicinity with results unknowne 't was presumed the Germans were heading for Baren-
thale Approx. 1020 a jeep was -:en coming down road to Phillipsbourg with two
Germans. Both jeep and Germans were capturede The jeep belonged to the 117th
Recon. was in bad shape and could not be used any moree At this time the artillery
officer received word that the road to Phillipsbourg was accessible to vehicles
only and to try to make a withdrawl to Phillipsbourge Without passing the message
on to me or my GO, he withdrew leaving us without any communication systems At 1130
I sent §/Sgt Niland to Hgs. of the 62d IA at Phillipsbourg to receive further orders
and to tell the CO our situation. .Up to this point my patrols were constantly
patroling my right flank and no contact was made with the enemy or our troops and
we did not know at azfy time the situation on our right flanks At approxs 1215 hours
S/Sgt Niland reported back from Hgs. with the message that an assault gun and one
TD was being sent upe At this time my company commander left for Hgss of the 624
TIA far fyrther orderse About 1300 hours, one battelion of Germans were seen moving
out at Q=-850441l to Bannstein, by horse drawn vehicles, civilian cars and truckse
About 1310 hours the assault gun arrived and was told to fire on the columne The
non-com. in charge of the gun said it was impossible as he had no means of firing
indirect without and QP and he had only two other E} with hime A message was sent
to the 62d AT about the Germen column. The TD failed t0 arrive. At approx. 1345
hours, my CO arrived and said toward the ridge at Q-871435 was the withdrawl route
and we dug in. After we left the ridge it was covered by German morter fires While
moving up to our next position we were fired upon by mortars againe At 1530 hours,
I was told to move my platoon to @-874532 and join our second platoon, and dig in
for the night. At approx. 1730 hours our out-posts and security weant oute One
patrol was sent out and no contact was made with either enemy or friendly troopse
At about 0500 hours, 2 Januery 1945, one of our out-posis reported that our Recon.
outfit attached to us had taken off with their M3's which we were usinge Some of
the TS's attached to us were withdrawing. At about 0630 hours, 2 Januery 1945, we
withdrew to the other side of Phillipsbourg reorganized and moved up to the hill at
Q=876431. We dug in on the right flank of the second and third platoons of Company
wB", 62d AT. We were relieved at 1000 hours, 2 January 1945, and left for Battalione
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My platoon consisted of 46 men armed wi® ML rifles and approxs 9 hadd grenades
in the whole platoon. We had no automat:c weapons or conmu.nicatlop or knowe
ledge of the situation of units on our r zht flanke

FRANK ZVIRERLIS
lst Lte Ce Eeo
Company "C¥, 540th
Engineer Regimentes
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At 200 hours in the morning of Fanuary 1, 19.
by Lt. C ons to move oute The first platoon left t
Lt. Tri¢ ,, our platoon leader, reported at Barentha
bridge v st of Barenthal and were met by a runner :
who led 3 to the 125th Engineers. bivouac area. T
Command<. , Captain Knight, who had us take positio:
relieve is men and withdraw equipment. There abou
told Lt. rrigg that we were to be relieved by one |
Engineer - and to proceed to lst Battalion Headquart
at Batta.ion Headquarters at 1100 hours. I was tol
the wooc:: between Barenthal and Phalippsbourg. My
They were to place the men at stragetic points to p
Philipps ourg. I left Battalion Headquarters at 1l
men proc=eded in sguad column up the road advancing
men were placed in woods. about 300 yards from Batta
encountcred an artillery barrage which lasted 10 or

platoon down in the opens Lt. Trigg was missing ai:

barrage. I believe that he was killed or captured.
we were .ttacsced almost immediately by enemy infan®

e I

Company ¥C", was alerted
campany area at 0330 hourse.
We then went to the first
1 the 125th Armored Engineers
: we reported to Company
n the hills so that he could
+000 hours Captain Knight
oon from Company #A%, 5S40
: with my platoon. We arrived
;hat German patrols were in
ders. were fram Lt. Trigg.
tect the road leading to
hours, placed first four
50 yardse 'The first four
on Headquarters. We then
5 minutes, which pinned my
;v the first part of the
sfter the barrage lifted
if undetermined numbere.

One squau had withdrawn to the road eand was protect..g the squad still in the
opene They fired from this position till they colkii 1ot see any of our men in.
the open. Thean this sguad tried to contact the other and advanced up the road
to a house and held this position for about three hours keeping the enemy from
cerossing the road from Battalion Headquarterase. This squad tried to contact the
others during this time being unable too, they withurew toward Battalion Head-
quarters and left Barenthal by tpuck at about 1500 hours on orders from Major

O'Brien.

¥

WILLIAM L. COX
S/Sgt. Ce Ee
Company “C*, 540th
Engineer Regiment,
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The following is a list of ATA an
540tk e

1ST BATTALION i

JOHNSON, John (NMI)
CUNNINGHAM, Harold E.

BAUERLE, Edward We
DOWNS, Poneld Be
NELLIS, Arthur w.

COREY’ orris We
SCHEFFER, William (NMI)
HEGWOOD, William (IMI)
CHASTEEN, Robert L.

TARBORELLI, Victor B.
LOPO, Edward (NuI)
COATS, Gerald Ne

KRUSELY, William (NMI)
PULVER, ‘Seymour Le

DIMASI, Dominick R
SIRNES, otto e
MAGDICK, Micheal (NMI)

TRIGG, william R. III 1lst Lt. 0-1109716

CASSIIV, Roy ¥.
HAMILTON, Andrew Je
STRUCKEL, Charles, T Jr
ATCHERGERG, Paul F.
HATCH, Stewart He
HOLMES, Birl Pp.
HONEY, Bennie He
IRELAND, Harold G.
LYTLE, Eugene Je
¥HITE, Lloyd G
WOOLERY, Leonard Ce
LOTT, Jesse We

ATCHISON, Clarence J.
LAZZARO, Vincent J.
GLINE, Arthur Re

T/4 202 359
PFC 52 487
COMPANY = -
/5 33: 3
FFC 35 Xb
PFC 372 65
iy i 361 W9
PFC 327 57
/5 361, 753
VT hos 1X7
COMPANY *:
T/5 3107°361
PFC 32732014
PFC 35291914
T 32229797
PFC 11068159
W 32602724
T 32299337
BVT 32322608
BVT 32250959
COMP, "om
SGT 401796
SGT 33275054
SGT 35379277
/5 18154088
PFC 31301636
FFC 39040561
G 37626456
PFC 37729260
T 38565777
T 31034680
T 37077039
=T 38266310
PVT 36338857
yp 421-2900
BT 37143797

NOT HUSPITALTZED eeeee.s

LCAL DETACHIENT

MIA
WIA

MIA
MIA
MIA

WA

WIA
WIA

MIA
MIA
LIA
WIA
WIA
WIA

1/1/45
1/1/45

1/1/45
1/1/45
1/1/45

1/1/45
1/1/45
1/1/45
1/1/45

1/A/5
1/1/45
1/1/45

1/1/45
1/1/45

1/1/45

TO HOSpe With

MIA
UIA
MIA

MIA
MIA

MIA

WIA
WIA

ek

1/1/45
1/1/45
+/1/45
1/1/45
1/1/45
1/1/45
1/A1/5
1/1/45
LAZS

. IA sustained by the First Battelion
“ Znglneer Regiment, on 1 January @ 5o

ret 1/5/45

ret 1/3/45
ret 1/3/45
ret 1/3/45

Treanch Feete
] ]
[ ] ]

ret 1/13/45

1/1/45°

1/1/45
1/1/45
1/1/45

1/1/45
1/1/45
1/1/45

(Captured)
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r 19453= After reorganization, Companies
f the Second Battalion. Compenies ¥D" ar
st Battalions (0. ¥A®:~« Qbersoultzbach,
1 conjunction with 179th Infantrye Mined
;e at Q772345. 1 platoon employed in seect
Dump at Savernes (0. "Bf:;~ Bouxwiller, E

r installing L 00 yards of double apron fer

- La Petite Pierre, France:- Started coas
>acertina from Q743353 to Q746352. Battal

gise

and *B" gre now uander

P! are now under control
rances= Started working
.dge over stream at Q792333
g demolition material from
.ces= Started construction
from Q791334 to Q791331.
ction of M.Rs- Installed
__Headguarters:- La Petite

Prance;- Normal headquarters functionsa
Trances= HNormal first aid duties.
/1 1945:~ Companies 7A" and "3" gtill un

anies *P4 and *#F" ujpder Mipdt 3attalion ¢
ances~ Constructiocn of MLR:~ 1fined road
oncertina from Q778344 to Q774345 Secur
and Bouxwiller. Maintained zuard of 2 mi:

at Wimmeneaus. (O. "B#:- Bouxwiller, Frc
.d double concertina from Q781340 along th:
mines and abatis at Q802357 and Q789361.
0 allocated areas. _CO. ®CW¥:« La Petite Pi
rand on roads between Q700322 and Q734356.
;e Pierre, France:;- Normal headguarters I
te Pierre, France:- Normal first aid dut:

Construction of LR:-

Companies nA® and *B® still unde:
and Companies ®*ID® and #@e uander First Battalion co:
bach, France:-
500 yards from Q774345 to Q773344

apron fence from Q757347 to 758545.
fence from Q774343 to 76934k
Q772345 at Wimmepesu.

:rols
Extended tr: ule coancertina by installing
Started constr :tion of 50 yards of double
Constructed 0 yards of double apron
Maintained guard oi mined bridge at Q769348 and
Coe "B#:~ Bouxwiller, France:- Continued construction

talion Medics:- La Petite

Second Battalion control
ol. (o. ®AW:~ Qbersoultz-
dge at @769348. Installed
oncertina fran dumps at
bridges at Q769348 and

3¢~ Construction of MR:-
bad to 797326« Prepared
sidtained guard of road

*e, France:~ Hauled and
attalion Headguartergs=
sionse RBattalion Medicss~

L

jecond Rattalion control

CO. #pn:~ Obersouliz-

of MR installing wire fortification from Q775344 to Q781340 and from Q794328

to gB801320.
Petite Pierre, France:-

Maintained guard of road blocks in allocated area.
Hauled and spread sand, gravel, and cinders on roads

Co #Cls= La

between @95289 and 730295, between §730295 and 725320, Q995289 and @592273
and Q570322 and §720342, Q695289 and 711280, @695289 and Q691287, and in the

streets of the city of La Petite Pierree.
Plerre, Frances-
Pierre, ®rance:-

6 Tanuary 1945:-
and Companies *p¢ and "¥r under Pirst Battalion Control.

completed 1900 ft. of double apron barbed
75 yvards from Q773342 to Q771342

Maintained guard of mined bridges

bach, France:-
wire fence from Q764348 to Q767343.

6 truck loads of barbed and concertina wiree.

Normal first aid dutiese

Construction of MLR:-

attalion Headguarterss~ La Petite
Normal headquarters functions. JBattalion Medics:~ ILa Petite

Companies "A" and ®B¥ still under Second Battalion control

Co. "A":~ QObersoultz-

Secured

at q,769348 and Q772345 at Wimmeneau. Started sanding of roads in allocated area.

0. "B%:- Bouxwiller, France:-
fortifications from Q775344 to QB01320.

ocated area. La Petite Pierre, Prauces=-

COs HCR:m

Continued reinforcing of MLR BY IISTALLING wire
Maintained guard of road blocks in all-

Hauled and guarding saad,

cinders aid gravel on roads between Q695289 and Q682230, Q725307 and Q761349,
Q724507 and Q703315, Q725320 and Q708324 and between Q570322 and Q730254.

Battalion Heacguarters and Medics;~ La Petite Pierre, Prance:-

2 iwa &

Norial functionse
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{ January l94b:- Companies "A® and *B" stil. under Second Battdlion control
ind Companies *D* and *F* under First Battalion Control. Co. %A®":~ Qbersoultz-
»ach, France:- Construction of MUR:~ Insta .ed 1200 feet of triple concertina
from Q763347 to @60351. lpintained guard of mined bridges at 769348 and
,(72345 at Wimmeneaue Continued sanding of ~oads in allocated areas (o. B#:-
“ouxwiller, France:-= (Continued reinforcinz .f MR. Installed wire fortificat-
ions from Q775344 to @B01l320. Mmintained v rd of road blocks in allocated area
i Q789361 and @B803357. Started sandiag of ads between 90277 and Q793275
Q. WCHP- Io Petite Pierre, Frances~ Haulc and spread sand and ciaders on
oad between Q695355 aad Q731361 (Wingen) & 289 and @682230, Q714355 =nd
(33357, and vetween Q7102.3 and Q730238 3 :ttalion Headguarterss- La Petite
~erre, France:- Normal Heaaquarters functi us. pBattalion Medics;- La Petite
Pierre, WMrance:- ljormal first aid duties.

3 January 1945:- Companies #A® and "B® stil. under control of Second Battalion
:nd Companies "D¥ and "PY under control of ¥ rst Battalione Oe MAN:= QOber-
soultzbach, France:-~ Construection of MIR:-~ Installed 450 feet of triple con-
certina from @760351 to @757352. Constructed 650 feet of double apron barbed
7ire fence from Q757352 to Q751353. Drove posts for 1000 feet of double apron
sarbed wire fence. Secured 3 truck loads of concertina from Engineer dump at
Labonan. QContinued sanding of roads in allocated areas. Co. "B":- Bouxwiller,
France:-~ Continued reinforcinz of MLR. Inacalled wire fortifications from
Q775344 to @B01320. Continued sandinz of roads in allocated area. Co. #C®:-
La Petite Pierre, France:~ Construction of IMLR:- Installed triple concertina
from Q723364 to Q727363, between Q735357 and Q742354, and between Q727363 and
Q734358. Hauled and spread sand and cinders on roads between 735358 and Q4L
356, Q738356 and Q712335, 2nd between Q730295 and Q761349. Rattalion Headquarters:
La Petite Pierre, France:- Normal Headquarters function. pBattalion Medics:-
1a Petite pPierre, France:- Normal first aid duties.

5 &
9 January 1945:- Companies #A" and *B® still under control of second Battalion
and Companies " and ®F" under coatrol of First Battalion. GO. f"A#:~ Obersoultz-
bach, France;- (Coanstruction of MLR:- Installed 650 feet of triple concertina
from Q746352 to Q746353. Constructed 1500 feet of double apron fence from
Q751353 to Qr48353. Lmiatained guard of mined bridges at Q769348 and 72345
at Wimmeneau. Lt. Thering, Company "CW", 120th Engineers relieved Company #at
of Bridge guard at Wimmeneau. (Continued sa@ading of roads in allocated area.
COs "BM;~ Bouxwiller, Mrance:- Continued reinforcing of MLR. Installed wire
fortifications from Q775344 to @B01320. Spread sand and cinders on roads in
allocated area. _Co. "Ch:= La Petite Pierre, France:- (Construction of MLR:-
Installed triple concertina from Q727363 to 728362, Q740356 to Qr43354k, and
from Q730361 to Q733359. Hauled and spread sand oa roads between /24365 and
Q742354, Q715337 and Q735357, @14335 and Q735357, and between Q695286 and
Qrij223. attalion Headguarters:- La Petite Pierre, France:- Ijormal Head-
qitarters functions. Battalion Medics:- ILa Petite Pierre, France:~- Normal
first aid dutiese

10 January 1945:= ‘weather - Cloudy. Companies *A" and "B" relieved of attach-
ment to the Second Battalion and reverted back to control of the First Battalione
Co. ®"A®:- Obersoultzbach, Prance:- (Construction of MLR:= Installed 500 feet
of triple concertina from Q746352 to Q746353+ Constructed 1000 feet of double
apron barbed wire fence from Q74853535 to Q74653530. Secured 5 loads of con-
certina wire from the dwap at Saverne. j
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10 January 1945:« Continued - Conti .ed sanding of roads in allocated areas

to reduce ice hazards. - O. mRW:o (. pany "B® changed location of bivouac in
the city of Bouxwiller, France« Com 2y is now located 'in the Municipal Square.
Constx_'uctiqn of MLR:- Prepared abat at Q783346+ (Not felled)s Dug machine
gun emplacements at §799319 and Q801 3. Hauled and spread cinders on allocated
roadse (Os *CP:- Entire Company mov. from La Petite Pierre, France to Wiets=
wilJ.er, France. HAuled and spread = 4 on roads between Q745352 and Q760349,
between Q710289 and 732293, and bet -n Dessenhein Q55235 and Phalsbourg Q560
190. attalion Headguarters moved m La Petite Pierre, Prance to the out-
skirts of the city of Bouxwiller, ®r e - QB07261. Battalion liedics moved from
La Petite Pierre, France to Bouxwill. France in the center of the city near
Municipal Square.

11 January 1945:= Co. "A":- OQberso. szbach, France:- (Construction of MLR:~
Constructed 4 Cheval de Fres for gap. where MLR crosses roads in assigned area
north of Wimmeneau. Strengthered ex sing triple concertina and double apron
fence by erection of single concertis: wings. CQ. "B¥:= Bouxwiller, France:-
Construction of MLR:~ (Coastructed ¢ ’le a_ron barbed wire fence between
Q792331 and Q796327. secured 5 truc. loads of concertina wire for future uses
Co. #CH;~ Weiterswiller, France:- S.uded roads and established aand piles
between Wimmeneau and Ingwiller, La ¥c:ite Pierre and Ingwiller, and from Pos-—
senheim west through Q660210 then SW o Rt. #4 on IC - 133. At 1545 hours Col.
Marvin enteréd the Battalion CP at Bc .xwiller and alerted the Battalion o move
to the fronte All Companies were immediately notified and ordered to move out
to the vicinity of Wimmeneau. Battalion Headquarters and Medical Aid Station
moved out of Bouxwiller at 1725 howrs, arriving at Wimmeneau at 1810 homss and
immediately set up the CP and Battalion Aid Stations At 1800 hours Major O'Brien
checked in at the 180th Infantry CP at Wimmeneau. At 1845 hours Captain Poivey
reported in at the CP and reported that his Compeny was standing by in a wooded
section on the outskirts of Wimmeneau. A% 1855 Lt. Coons reported in to the Bn.
CP and reported His Company as standing by in Wimmeneau. At 1900 communications
were installed with PASSPGRT (180th Infantry)e Captain Irvin reported to the Bn.
CP at 2135 hours. (ompany wA® was deployed as outposting the city of Wimmeneaue
At 2245 hours communications were installed with Company WA%,.

12 January 1945:- Entire Battalion remained on the alert in the city of Wimmeneau,
Frances At 0020 hours communications were installed with Company ®#C®, NOthing
of importance happened throughout the nighte At 0815 hours Company "B* relieved
Company ®A* of outposting of the city of Wimmeneau. At 0943 hours communications
were installed with Company *B® at the assembly area. Routine reports were submittec
©0 the CP and forwarded to Regimental Advance Headguarters at Ingwiller. The
Battalion remained on the alert throughout the day ubtil 1640 hours at vhich time
Colonel Manning called J@jor O'Brien informing him that he was to move his Bn.

bacg to their old areas. All Companies were notified and ordered to move back

to their old arease (losed the Battalion CP and Battalion Aid Station at 1700

hours and returned to Bouxwiller vhere the CP and Aid Station were again set upe
Company %A¥ returaed to Qbersoultzbach, Prances Company "B# returned to Bouxv;iller‘g
Fraance. (ompany #CH# returaed to Weiterswiller, FPrance. Other than several cases i
of Beet being frost bitten no eareny action or sasualties were sustained by the
Battalion during this alert. The entire Battalion now remains on a two hour alerte
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13 Jaiary 1945:~ Qo. %ang- Obersoultzbach, Fre 2= Construction of MLR: -
Instal =d 400 yards of single concertina from Q77517 to Q781342. Completed
eXxcave .ion of two gun emplacements with Personnel Tfelterss Shelters were
cover:  with logs and camoflaged. QI77341 and Q7 334« Started excavation
of %we naching gun emplacements at Q787334 and Q7. 338. Pilled sitht culverts
#ith © -bed vire entanglements at Q754355, Q75935. 63351, Q765351, Q773347,
Q7T653L . Q777346, and Q787337. Co. ®RW:~ Bouxzwil =, Prance:- Construction of
MR:- onstructed single apron fence from Q79333 o Q794330. 1Installed single
conce. 1ina, attached to enemy sics of railroad frc PO1319 to Q809314. Blocked
culver with concertina at Q80931/te Constructed strand wire cattle fence from
Q80537 to @B80931l. Installeé triple concertina m Q823308 to @821304. Co. WCH;
“eite: diller, France:- Hauled and spread sand ov r roads from Q765282 to 653188,
Q765 5 to Q730295, Qr66310 to Q725307, Q770345 PL1I350, Q761349 to 724508,
Rattal . on Headguarters:- Bouxwiller, France:= [ 22l Headguarters functions
Battal ion remains ont two hour alert. Battalion . iicss= Bouxwiller, France:-
Normal Cirst =2id duties. Lt. William R. Trigg, ki since 1 January 1945, succeeded
in getv .ag back to our lines after spending 12 de,. behind the enemy's lines in
the vicinity Of Barenthal. After being interogate. he was seant to an evacuation
hosvitale TH, Trigg was suffering from exhaustior znd badly frozen feete.

1} January 1945:= Co. "A":~ Obersoultzbach, France:= Construction of MLR:-
Constructed 175 yards of double apron feance fram Q70350 to Q771349, 600 yards

from Q773349 to 779347, aad 175 yards from Q78034 to Q78234k4e Constructed two

TD positions at Q7673LL1 and Q766341. One was comp-2ted the other is yet to be
completed by camoflaging. Continued the construction of mach ing gun positions

at Q776341, Q781338, Q784336, 785335, 79340, and Q787334. (0. "B#;- Bouxwiller,
France:- (Construction 6f MLR:- Constructed single apron barbed wire feace from
Q794331 to Q796327. Constructed ) strand cattle f-ice fram QB13324 to Bl2323,
Q804316 to @B05350. Constructed double apron feace from existing / strand cattle
fence from Q805314 to @B09312. Installed triple coacertina from QB21304 to

QB20293. Releive#3),th Engineers of bridge guard at QBL5305 and @B1l4302. GCo. HoH s -
Weiterswiller, France:- Hauled and spread sand over roads between Q689222 and
QPT79188, Q730295 and §725307, and between Q761349 and Q720296. Established sand
piles on routes between La Petite Pierre and Q738295, and in the vicinity of
Dossenheim @754225, and between Q761349 and Q730296« Battalion Headguarters;-
Bouxwiller, France:~ Normal Headguarters functions. Battalion Medics:- Bouxwiller,
France:- Normal first 2id dutiese

15 January 1945:-= Coe. wpW;- Obersoultzbach, France:- Construction of M.R:-
Installed 125 yards of triple concertisa from Q764352 to 765352, 150 yards from
Q772349 to Q773349+ Constructed 400 yards of double aproa feace from Q766351 to
Q769350. Constructed 7 maching zun positions with log covering at @781383m,
TT0341, QITL34L, Q76T34L, 167342, 768342, and Q(70342« Co. *B¥:;~ Bouxwiller,
France:- (onstruction of MLR:- Constructed single apron barbed wire fences from
Q796327 to 800321, Q812323 to Q812319, and from Q812318 to QB813313. Removed
demolitions charge from bridges at Q815305 and Q814302. (0. "CY:= Weiterswiller,
Brance:- Hauled zud spread sand over roads between @689222 to @679188, 72,308
to Q733334, Q130296 to 753306, to Q763283 (Weiterswiller). Established sand
stock piles Detween Q752225 and Q706221, Q724308 md Q753306 and between Q730295
20d Q763283 (Weiterswiller). Battalion Headguarters:~ Bouxwiller, Frances-
Normal Headguarters functions. Battalion Iedics:~ Bouxwiller, France;~- Normal

first aid duties. 5 Ty e e e el
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16 January 1945:= TPemperature - 0300
breezes (0. "AM:~ Qbersoultzbach, Fr:
7 open machine zun positions at Q76134
Q/66342, and 766341. Constructed 3 :
QU6i341, Q733337, and Q785335. Coastr
wire fence from Q753355 to g761352.
of MLR:~ 1Installed siagle concertina
eatanglement between 3812325 and Q813
fence. (Coe. *"C":;- Weiterswiller, Franc
$89222 to gb79188, a.d from Q730295 t
between Q706221, and 3693225, 730295

ey

town of Weiterswiller (Q763283). pRati
Normal Headquarters functions. Battal

first aid dutiese.

17 January 1945:= Teunperature - 0800
intermittent lizht snowe CO. "AS:~ QO

ion of LIR:~

3 open machine gun jositions with 4 st

Q759352, and Q761352.

Bouxwiller, ®rance:-—

Constrwted 3 machine z.
porting fox holes per position at 745 1, 46351, and Q750351.
-orting fox holes per position at @5535i,
Constructed 7 u.ching gun positions with shelters at

Q783337, Qr58342, Q758341, Q760340, QU50341, Q61341 and Q762341.
100 yards of double apron barbed wire i
BO-1 Construction
Q792331 and Q798323 was made into singzle apron barbed wire fencea

gl . Reproduced at the Nationai Archives

2\ Sz ii

onth of January 1945.

23°r. Weather - Cloudy with slight

2:= Construction of MR:- Constructed
@62341, Qr63341, QT6U3LL, 765342,
1ing gun positions with saelters at

sed 300 yards of double apron barbed
_%B9%:- Bouxwiller, Francs:~ Coanstruction
sween 800321, and QB80131,. Existing
was made into double apron barbed wire
- Hauled and spread sand over roads from
UW97309« Established sand stock piles

1 @r97309, and between Q730295 and the

ion Headguarters:- Bouxwiller, France:-

0 Medicgs~ Bouxwiller, France:= Normal

aloF. Weather - Skies overcast with
soultzbach, France:~ BO-. - Construct-
J0ositions with log cuveriiag =zad 3 sup-
Constructed

gonstructed

ence from Q760352 to 761352« LO. WB":-
of MLR:~ ©=Existing cattle fence between
Strengthened

existing triple concertina between 822308 and QB20293 with smooth wire which

was staked to the grounde

CO. ®C":~ Weiterswiller, France:-
spread sand over road Q589223 and @H93188.

B0-2 Hauled and
Established 13 sand stock piles

between Q593225 and 686223 using 24 yards of sande, 12 sand stock piles between
Q730295 and Q797309 using 30 yards of sand, and 10 sand stock piles between

Q730295 add Obersoultzbach (Q790281) using 20 yards of sande

Battalion Head~—

guarters:~ Bourwiller, Fraace: jormal Headguarters functionse. Battalion Medigs:-
Bouxwiiler, Fraance:- Normal first aid dutiess :

18 Janwry 1945:= Teumperature - 0860 -~ 1.703. Weather - Cloudy. Co. "4¥:-

Obersoultzbach, ®raace:~-

BO~-1 Construction of R:-

Constructed 3 maching

gun positioms with 5 supporting fox holes per position and 1 - 6' x 6' x 6!

shelter per position at Q752352, 754351, and Q756351s

Constructed 5 open

machine zun positions without shelters at Q759347, 59346, QT5934ks QT59345,

and @7533.2.
789332
of wimmeneau,
Coas "BU;- Bouxwiller, Frances-

Coastructed 2 machine zun positions with shelters at Q788333 and
Repaired breaBs in wire caused by enemy artillery fire in the vieinity
Secured short and medium pickets from the dump at Reichoffen.
BO-1 Construction of MRz

Existiang cattle

fence between Q798323 and Q,801;317' was made into a single apron barbed wire fence.

1o 3=

Constructed double apron barbed wire fence between @B05313 and Q313312. Co.

weiterswiller, France:-

BO-2 Hauled and spread 12 yards of sand between

Q730295 and Q763283 (Weiterswiller), and between Q730295 and Q797309. Established
6 sand stocx piles between Q730295 and Q797309 using 12 yards of sande Estab-
lished 5 sand stock piles between Q730295 and Q763283 (Weiterswiller) using 10

yards of sand.
yards of gravel.

Established 12 stoci piles between 86223 and @H78219 using 2
Rattalion Headquarters:-—

Bouxwiller, Prance:~ Normal Head-

quarters functions. Battalion ljedics:- Bouxwiller, France:- joramal first aid duticse
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19 January 1945:~ Temperature - . 00 = Alof!‘. Weather -~ Strong wind with rai:

and sleet throughout the daye Co. "A":- Obersoultzbach, France:= BO-1l Con-
struction of MLR:= Constructed 3 :achine gun positions with six fox holes a

one shelter for each position at _ 58350, Q759350 and Q761350. Constructed = s
to existing wire fences: 50 yards > NE at Q755355, 50 yards to NE at Q75735. 75
yards to NE at Q758354, and 100 y ds to NE at Q758353 GConstructed 2 open : Aakne
gun positions with shelters at Q7 1331, and Q79133l« Constructed 3 open mad: =2
zun positions with log covering a= 759347, 762348, and Q76-347. CO. "BM3-
Bouxwiller, France:= BO=l Constriction of ILR:~ Constructed approxe 3 mil of
minefields fence (single wire) in 1e vieiaity of @8l2325 to Q321293. Secur

metal for 1000 mine signs 50% of ich was cut to size and painted. Co. "C*:
Weiterswiller, France:- BU-Z Rstab ished 1) sand stock piles between 6578219 i
QP53188 using 28 yards of sand, e: iblished 24 sand stock piles between Q730

and Q810304 using 60 yards of sanu. established 13 sand stocc piles between ¢ J=
295, and Q790281 (Obersoultzbach) sing 45 yards of sands Luproved drainage  :ches
between Q753225 and @Q68922}4, {730z  and Q310304, and betwee. Q730295 and Q7  3l.
Battalion Headguarterss:- Bouxwillcr, France:s~ Normal Headquarters functions
Battalion ljedicsk~ Bouxwiller, m.ace:~ Normal first aid dutiesa

20 January 19/i5:- Temperature - U300 = 3l°F. Weather - Snow throughout the Ve
Total of three inchess (O "4#:= Obersoultzbach, France:-~ BO0-1 Consiructio

of MR:~ (Constructed 2 machine gun positions with five two man fox holes per
position at Q749351 and Q750351. comstructed 3 machine gun positions with log
covering and six for holes per position at 758351, Q759350, and Q761350. . Con-
structed one anti-tank position at Q773341l. Constructed two machine gun positions
with shelters at Q787333 and Q79033l. (Co. *B*:i- Bouxwiller, Frances- BO-1 C(Con-
struction of MR:- Entire Company continued work of laying minefields (O. "Ct:-
Weiterswiller, Prance:- Spread s..d over roads between Q730295 and Q797309, from Q
Q797309 to 805316 to Q769345 using 25 yards of sand. Sanded between Q765281 to
Q752225 to Phalsbourg using 26 yards of sand. Sanded between 3689222 and Q692188
using 8 yards of samd. Sanded between Q730295 and Obersoultzbach using 22 yards
of sand. attalion Headguarters:~ Bouxwiller, France:-~ Normal Headguarters func-
tions. Rattalion Medics:~ Bouxwiller, FPrances- [Normal first aid duties.

21 January 1945:- Teuperature - 0800 - 20°®. Weather - Cloudy with light snow in
late afternoon. (o. "A®:;- Company Headguarters moved from Obersoultzbach, France
to new bivouac at Phalsbourg, France. Reconnaisance was made of new allocated area
for proposed MR. GO. *B*:- Bouxwiller, France:- BO-1l Construction of MLR:-
Entire Company continued worx of laying minefigld. At 1330 hours approximately 13
to 20 rounds of large caliber enemy artillery were fired oa the third platoon while
at work at Q825305 (0. *C*:- Entire Company moved from Weiterswiller, France to
new bivouac at Heinrichsdorf, France. Nade reconnaissance of roads, bridges, and
new proposed MLR in newly allocated arsa. BO-2 spread 5 yards of saad betweea
Q730295 and Q765283 (Wieterswiller). Spread 6 yards of said between 765282 and
Q‘(9827_5. Secured one truck load of barbed wire and pickets from the dwup at Saverne.
Battalion Headquarters and Battalion jjedics .ioved from Bouxwiller, Fraunce to new
BIVOUAC AT DAIIVELBOURG, Fraince.
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22 Tanuary 1945;~ Temperature - 0300 -
Company Heacguarters moved from bivouac
apartment building on Saverne b.-pass in
on additicnal wire obstacles for existing
newly proposed MIR. 1 . latooa was emplo;
ed roads in allocated area throughout the
Trance:- 30-1 Qonstruction of MLR:, ZEnt
field. BO-2 Continued clearing snow frou
Ingwiller, and Wimmeneau nomd net. Q. "
for construction of field fortifications
between Q710325 and Q72( 2l. B0-2 Spreac
222 usiag 25 yards of s:zad, snd between

-

<
o
<

sande Rattalion Headjucrters:- panneloou
functions. Battalion M. .ics:- Dannelbour

23 January 1945:- Temperature -0800 - 26-
hours coatinuing throughout the day and =
CO. wpw.- Phalsbouryg, France:- BO-1 Ifac
conjunetion wita Znd Battalion of 130th I
short ickets for - aud 3 pace double apr.

Q763346 aad started stringing wire for szuie.

wirinz. 3LU-2
343rd Bngrs.
Bouxwiller, ¥rance:-

Placed zuards on preparea

Started coasolidation of dewolition dumps at Lutzelbourg.
BO~1l Coastruction of MR:-

NN Pl 3 % =

REPIoCuces 3t ihe Naucra ~<icnives

&
'

1 9 renl 19450

T« Weather - Overcast skKy. GO. "AM:-
the sawmill in Phalsbourg to an
alsbourg. Reconnaisance was made

IR west of Wimmeneau and also for

. in securing materials for LiR. Saad-
ay and nightes (0. "B%":~ 3ouxwiller,
2 comyany employed in laying of miae-
1oads with snow plow in Bouxwiller,

3= Heiarichdorf. Trance:- }ade recon.
_tween Q726321 and Q735310 and also
,2and on roads between @54.:38 and QH3S
6289 and Q532230 using 2 yards of

., Prance:~ Normal Headjuarters

. France:- HNormal first a.d duties.

'F. TWieather - Snow startin; at 1300
~ning to sleet in the late eveninge
reconnaisance of assigned area in
£. Asseumbled materials and drove con-
a fence from Q759348 to Q762342 to
Layed cut pickets for .roposed
demolition dumps formerly zuarded oy
QQ. #50

Eatire company employed ia

layin; of minefield. BO-2 (Coantiaued clearing saow from roads in Bouxwiller,

Tagwiller, and Wiimeneau road net.

Co. wCh;-

Heinrichdorf, France:- Liade

reconnaisance for field fortifications for 180th Infaatry between @556333 =ad
Q733298. 30-2 Hauled zad spread sand on roads between Q730295 to Q761285 con-

tinuing througa Weinbourz to QB806316, Q730295 to Q77J3L45 (Wimmeneauj.

Qro13ly

to 725320, 702315 to {724,308, 6501388 (Phalsbourg to @597289, La Petite Pierre)

and between 3589221 and 592189.

105 yards of sand were uaed.

Battalion Head-

guarters and 3attalion Medics moved from Dannelbourg, France to new bivouac at

Lutzelbourg, ®Praace. Set up 3attalion CP
2l Janwary 1945:— Temperature - 2820 - 30
Phalsbourg, France:-
agron barbed wire feace from Q7593483 to Q7

30-1 goastruction 8f MR:-

ahd Battalion Aid Statione.

CO., MAW:

Constructed 1200 yards of double
62342 to Q763346. Drove pickets for

OF. Weather - Skies overcast.

double apron fence from Q763346 to Q764342 to Q766346. GLU-2 Prepared charges
for bridges taken over from 3/3rd Engrs. vere consolidated in a dump (sawmilld

near Lutzelbourg on Route GC-36.
O. #3%:- Bouxwiller, France:-
employed in laying of minefield.

(Q639144

30=1 Construction of MLR:=-
COs ®C";~ Heinrichdorf, France:-

)e Guards were placed a the dumpe
Bntire company siill

BY-2 Haulsd

and spread sand over roads along Route GC~-1li between Q514159 (Sarrebourg) %o
RJ vith Route GC-36 abt Q603098, also used D-4 dozer to clear saow along tae

same route.
Saanded roads along route 30-36 fram Q64518
with route GC-114 at @QH03098. D-4 and D-7

these roads. Total of 52 yards of sm d were useds
Normal Headguarters fuactionse
Normal fir=t aid dutiesa

Lutzelbourg, Prance:-
Lutzelbonrg, ®rance:-

sanded rouie -4 between Phalsbourg (Q654133) to Sarrebourg (Q501l55. .

8 to RJ where route GC-36 iatersects
dozers were used to remove saow from

Battalion Headgjuarte.s:-
Battalion Medicsi-
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Page 36 - Daily Journal Report for th unonth of January 1945.

25 Fanuary 3945:- Temperature;- 080( - 20%. Weather - Skies overcast. Co. A
Phassbourg, France:~ BO-1 Constructic: of MLR:- Dug 2 tank positions at @Q=7593L
and Q-763341. Constructed 850 yards - ~ double apron barbed wire fence from
Q=763346 to Q-764342 to Q-766346. Co.structed double apron fence from Q=764341 t
Q=766342 to =7653L44. Drowe stakes f -~ double apron fence from Q-767341 to @765 1
BO-2 sSanded road N-4 between Phalsbo 3 and Saverne, on IC-132 from Saverne to
Lutzelbourg. 4 ton with snow plow we used on Saverne hill and Saverne to Lutzel
bourg section. 28 cubic yards of san vere used. 3LU-2 Maintained guard of pre-
pared charges at Demolition pump in I zelbourg. (o. "B":- Entire Company movea
from Bouxwiller, France to new bivouac at Lutzelbourg, France. BO-1l Construction
of MLR:- (Completed laying of minefie . east of Ingwiller, France. (O. ®CW¥:-
Heiarichdorf, France:- 3LU-1 (onsatru:tion of MLR:- Constructed 4 machine gun
emplacements Q-720305, Q=722304, Q=72 O, and @=726305. BO-2 Hauled and spread
sand on road along route GC-llj from I at Sarrebourg to RJ with GC-36 at Q-6030¢
on GC-36 from Q-654188 to RJ where GC- > intersects with GC-1l4. D=7 dozer used
these roads as snow plow. Battalion I’ adquarters:- Lutzelbourg, France:=- Norme
Headquarters functions. Rattalion Jjec :8:- ILutzelbourg, France:- Normal first
aid duties.

/26 Fanuary 1945:~ Temperature:- 0830:- 2_5OF. Weather - Snow throughout night
continuing until 1330 hours. Total oi 12 inchese (Oe "A®:- Phalsbourg, France:-
BO-1 Coastruction of MiR:- (Constructed 750 yards of double apron barbed wire
fence from Qe76734k4 to Q=768341 to @-770349. Constructed 500 yards of double apron
fence from Q-772343 to Q=775340. Dug 3 machine gun positions at Q=750348, Q=7593.5
and Qw76734l. (CO. "B":- Lutzelbourg, France:- 3LU-4 Road Patrol and Maintenance.
Removed snow with D-7 and ®-4 dozer from Route N-4 between Sarrebourg and Saverne,
and on Route IC~-132 between Saverne and Lutzelbourg. Sanded Route Ne=4 between
Phalsbourge and Saverne using 40 yards of sands (O. ®C%:- Heinrichdorf, France:-

3 LU-1 Construction of MLR:- (onstructed 7 machine gun emplacements at Q=72530L,
Q=72530L4, Q-726304, Q-727304, Q-72830k, Q-717307, and Q-717306. Battalion Head-
quarterg: - Lutzelbourg, France:-, Normal Headquarters functions. _Battalion Medics:-
Lutzelbourg, France:® Normal first aid duties.

27 January 1945:~ Temperature:- 0800:~ 25°F. Weather - Snow throughout the day.
Total ofl 13 inches of snow now on the grounde (O. "A":~ Phalsbourg, France:-

BO-1 Construction of MLR:# (Constructed 300 yards of double apron barbed wire

fence from Q-764342 to Q-762842 to Q-761341. Constructed 275 yards of double apron
fence from Q-759348 to Q«762348. Two officers made reconnaisance of newly proposed
MLR in conjunction with lst Bn. 157th Inf. Co. ®"B":- Lutzelbourg, France:-

3 LU-4 sanded roads between Sarrebourg and Saverne on Route #/, from Phalsbourg to
Lutzelbourg on Route GC-36. 4O yards of sand were used. Snow was also cleared
from these same routes with D-7 and D=4 dozers. C(Cleared snow from Class III dump
road net in Sarrebourg. 3LU-2 Maintained guard of prepared charges at Demolition
dump in Lutzelbourg. (o. *C":- Heinrichdorf, France:~ 3 LU-1 Construction of IR
constructed 8 machine gun emplacements at the following coordinates: two emplace-
ments at each coordinate, Q-713313, Q-711313, Q-724304 and Q-723305. Battalion
Headguarters:- Lutzelbourg, France:~ Normal Headquarters functions. Battalion
Medics:~ Lutzelbourg, France:« Normal firat aid dutiess ,
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28 7 wary 1945:- Temperature -0800 - 250F, We sher - Snow through out the
day. Total of 15 inches on the grounde (0. "A": - Phalsbourg, France:= BO=1
cons -uction of MR:- completed construction of 300 yards of double apron

bart i wire fendée fram Q-766342 to Q=768341 to G Th3h4le constructed 850 yards
of ¢ Dble apron fence from Q-760346 to Q=759341 »° Q=761341. GO, "BT:- Lutzel-
bou France;- 3LUs, (Cleared snow from Route -4 between sarrebourg and Savernes
on* e GC=-1ll between Q=514519 and Q-538128.  anded Route N-lj between Sarre-
bou: and Q-_528161 and between Q=692138 and Saverae, on Route GC-1ly between
Q-5! .59 and Q-538128. Hauled and used 30 yards of sand. 3LU-2 Maintained

gua: of prepared charges at Demolition pump in itzelbourgse CQ. "C":- Hein=-
rict orf, France:- 3LU-1 construction of MQR:~ Constructid 12 machine gun

imp] -ements, 2 at Q-711313, 2 at 71231, 2 at 3723305, 2 at Q-720306, 2 at
Q7> 303, and 2 at @=730301. pattalion Headguar crs:= Lutzelbourg, Feance:-
Norm 1 Headquarters functions. Rattalion Medic: .S~ Lutzelbourg, France:-~

Nor: L first aid duties.

29 J.nuary 19453~ Temperature - 0800 = 9°F. Ve ither - Clear. (O. ®A%:-
Phalsbourg, France:- 3LU-1 construction of MLR:- Constructed L anti-tank
emplacements at Q-733295, Q732293 Q=737292, and Q-738291. Constructed 10
machine gun emplacements at Q=733295, 734295, =T735294, 738292, Q-738293,
Q=738294, Q=T40292, Q-741292, @=T742292, and Q-743292. GQ. wpH; ~ Lutzelbourg,
France:- 3LU-4 Road Maintenance:- Removed snow from route N~} between Sarre=
bourg and Saverne, from route aG-11) between Q-514519 and 538128, Sanded
route N-i between Sarrebourg and Q-528161, @-692188 and Saverne on route GC=
11/ between Q-514159 and Q=538128, 6 yards of sand were usede 3LU~-2 Main-
tained guard of prepered charges at Demobition pump in Lutzelbourge 0. ®C":~
Heinrichdorf, France:- 3LU-1 construction of MLR:~ Constuncted 2 machine gun
emplacemnents at 4~731299 and Q=732299.« Started construction of 2 machine gun
emplacements at Q-721306, 1 emplacement at q~720306, and 1 emplacement at
Q-708313 which are 7%% complete. Battalion Headquarters:- Lutzelbourg, France:=-
Normal headgquarters functions. Battalion Medics:= Lutzelbourg, France:=
Normal first aid dittiese

30 January 19)5:= Temperature = 0800 = 7°F. weather - Light snow starting in
early afternoon turning to fine rain in late eveninge o. "A":;- Phalsbourg,
France:- RO-1 construction of MLR:~ constructed 3 machine gun positions at
Q-776340, 4-777340, and Q=778340. gonstructed 200 yards of protective wiree.
single strand, from Q-77634l to @-778340. Constructed 125 yards of tactical
wire from Q~778340 to 779342, gonstructed 2 TD positions at Q742350 end
Q-T45350. LCOs "B¥;- TLutzelbourg, France:- 3LU-4 Road Maintenance:= Cleared
snow from route N-4 between Sarrebourg and Saverne, on route GC=11l4 between
q-514519 and @-538128. sanded route N-j between Sareebourg and Q-528161,
@-692188 and saverne, on route Go-114 between @=514519 end Q=538128. Used

30 yds of sande 3LU=-2 Maintained guard of prepared charges at Demolition

pump at Lutzelbourg. Removed German ammo from theatre puilding at Cirey
(Vv-415985). Ammo was stored behind building with a large sign marking it as
dangerous. No booby-traps were found in the building. Co., "CHz- Heinrich-
dorf, France:- 3LU-1 construction of MLR:- completed construction of machine
gun emplacements at q-720306, Q-708313, and 2 emplacements at @~721306. Con-
structed 3 machine gun emplacements at @-¥35299, Q736299 and Q-719307.
Battalion Headquarters:~ Lutzelbourg, Trance:- Normal headquarters functionse

Battalion Medics:- Lutzeidourg, France:~ Normal first aid duties.

REptolduley au de w@ulllta =iui eSS
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Page 38 - Daily Jour ,i.. Report ‘for the month of .Tanuar”)lg.
31 January 1945:= T-uperature:- 0800 = 419. Weather - Cloudy
COs "A®;- Phalsbour., FPrance:- BO~1 Construction of MLRz- ‘coxr
yards of single concortina from Q-775342 to @=776343, and 150 ye
Q-775343 to Q=TTh3Lk. constructed 2 TD positions at Q=738350 &
Made reconnaisance ¢ newly assigned area and started constructi
gun position from Mc orfeld Bo Puberge (Os "B*:- Lutzelbourg, -
Road Maintenance:-  leared snow from route N/ between Sarrebo
from route GC-1ll4 beiween @~514519 and Q-538128. sSpread sand &
N-li between Sarrebou 3 and Q-528161, @=692118 and Saverne, and <
between Q-=514519 and ~538128. 18 yards of salt and 12 yards oi
3LU=2 Maintained guard of prepared charges at pemolition Dump in
Co. %C®":- Heinrichcorf, Fraace:- 3LU-1 MR Construction:=- Co
machine gun emplacer -nts at Q-715309. started construction of -
at Q=703315, and 2 &° Q=705315, 50 2 completed. Started clearin
ment at Q=731295, 1C% completede Battalion Headguarters:- Lutz
Normal Headguarters unctionse Battalion Medics:- Lutzelbourg,
first aid dutiese

2 Battalion Strengths=
a. Battalion Strength as of 1 January 1945:=

16
599

officers
Enlisted Personnel

be Battalion Strength as of 31 January 1945:-
officers 4~ 17
Enlisted Personnel 570

JOHN C. O

Commandinge

Majcr. Ce E‘

1nd warms
sructed 150

is from
Q=740350s

1 of machine
inces= LU=l

: and Saverne,
salt on route
rotse GC-11l
;and were used.
L.utzelbourge
structed 2
emplacements

>f TD emplace-

lbourg, France:-

France:- Normal



