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©)40TH BNGINEER REGL .l (C) !
AJP.0. #758 Us So ARMY /rm
1 February 1945.
SUBTECT: Daily Journal Report for the month o: January 19456
TO : Commending Officer, 540th Engineer I ;iment (C)s AeP.O. #758, Us S. Aruye
le Dpaily Journal Report for the month o' Tanuary 1945

The events of this Battalion for 1 & 2 Januaery 1945 are to be found
in 3tatement Form of Officers and Enlisted men- The following is an index in

ordsr in which the Statements appear in this J urnale
Major John Ce O'Brien 1st Boe Hioe Page 2
capt. Frederick C. Woods 1lst Bn. Hgse noo e
capt. Bernard L. Cohen 1lst Bn. Hgse . b
capt. Robert B. Irvin Ccompany ®A¥ L
lst Lt. Donald M. Soutar Company "A* .3
1st Lt. Robert G. Mills company ®A® . 10
1st Lt. Albert B. Phillips company "A¥ . 12
2nd Lte William He McLellan Company "A® y 13
s/Sgs. Curtiss E. young Company "Af "L
S/Sgte John J. Pinto company "A" " 15
capte Harry G. Poivey company "B" "o 16
1st Lte Daniel A. Nesbitt company "BY ¥ 7
1st Lt. Benjanin F. Sparks Company "B . 18
1st Lt. Robert P. Pearson company "BY . 19
1st/sgt. Elmer E. Hettinger company "B* n 20
1st Lt. Guy ¥. Coons Company “CH* . 22
1st Lt. Williem P. Marks company *C* .« 2
1st Lte Frank Zvirlblis company *C* " 25

s/Sgt. William L. Cox Company *C* . 27
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LOG_OF OPERATIONS

31 December 194le

1400

1430
1600
1700

1900

2400

Novii 2d by the S~3, Task Force Hudleson of the o Dbapility of
emplc, ing the battalion as infantry that nighbe '
Notiiied Baker Company and went over and contacte the 1l7th Recons
Notifie d Able Company of the alerte

Contacted Regimental Headquarters and told them ¢ the task force
plan:

cont. :ed tasc force Engineer for any further inf ~mation or plen.
CO t¢ P Hudleson called stating that in all prob.oility they would
use with Baker Company the first to be employe: .

1 Jenuary .:4‘.5.

0100

0245
0300
0430

0500

0700

1130

1135
1145
1200
1230
1300
14,00

1430
k5

Cont:s ted wR® (Company Commander and went with hi o the 11l7th Recon.
cP. aited there until approxs 0200 when the CO&  the 1ll7th ordered
"B® _ 1pany. to be able to move on a moments notic .

"B Co.mpany moved to assembly areas

Alert:d mA® Company to move on one half hour's nc..cee

Two Platoons of #i® Company Ieft their area rever =d to the control
of Captain Knight, wAv Company, 1l25th Engineers : - the purpose of
trying to retrieve a piatoon cut off in the viein by of BANNSTEIN
Q=83L5.

The other platoon of ®A® Company, ordered to the vicinity of Headw
quarters at BARENTHAL Q-8i42 for task force reserves One platoon
of Company *C", ordered to the vacinity @-8243 for support in that
area - (Captain Knight)e

Two platoons of Company ®G" left area to go into line on left flank
of Coupany %", of the 62nd AIB.

A change was effected moving the third platoon of Company *CW,

the vicinity of Battalion Headquarters ah BARENTHAL with the. third
platoon of Company ¥A¥, replacing the third platoon of Company *C¥e
The third platoon of Company *C" employed on a line running BE=W from
Battalion Headguartera, to BARENTHAL - PHILIPPSBEOURG roade

An enemy artillery barrage was put down in the vacinity of the Bn.
Hgse. in the town of BARENTHAL.

Immediately upon lifting the barrage the enemy came from the woods
to our NE. Bn. personnel entered into fire fighte

Two men left the HQS. for information at the TFH as Communications
had been devered since 1200.

An Officer and EM left to get information as the othera hadnot re-
turned.

Another man left by jeep also for information on the situation.

Jeep returned with information that the town was being evacuateds
Closed CP and directed personnel to report to Regimental CP at Woerthe
checked in at TFH for information, was informed that they did not
have information on my companiese In turn they asked me what infor-
mation T had. I asked if there were any orders - there weee none.

I then stated that I was returning to Regimental,.

N e Y
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1600 called Regimental 2adquarters and then started to look for my .0's.

2115 swA® Company had be a located at Obersoultzbach ~ Part of ®B* (o ipany
vas in the same & i and part in Bouxwiller - *C* Company was -ntact-
ed at Philippsbow . They were still in the line with the 62.c AIB.

2 Jyanuary 1945 - Compar :¢w, returned to Battalion Control at 130C

JOHN C. O'BRIEN

Majorg cO E.

lst Battalion Command

54 0th Engineer Regime. ..
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At about J.uoo hours on 31 December ] i, Battalion Headquarters was notified
by TF that some of the companies of the E..talion would probably be employed as
infantry troops. At about 2400 hours on . December 194k, a call was reseived at
Battalion Headquarters from TF that it wc. intended that *B* Company was to be the
First Company used. Shortly after 2400 hcurs on 31 December 1944, Major, O'Brien
1st Battalion Commander, left Battalion & adquarters to contact Captain Poivey, CO
of Company "B%. At about 0230 hours on . January 1945, Major O'Brien returned to
Battalion Headguarters and told me that Company had been ordered into an ass=
embly area by the Commanding Officer of «.e 117th Recone At about 0300 hours on
1 January 1945, Battalion Headquarters r¢ :ived word from Company *C* that they
had been alerted and placed on one-half ' . stand=by, by the 62nd AIB. I was
ordered by Major O'Brien to go to Compan *C* and make contact with Lt. Coons, the
CO of the Company. When I arrived at Cor .y "C", Lt. Coons was preparing to
leave for the CP of the 62nd AIB. I wen: 0 Lt. Coons to the CP of the 62nd AIB
and reported to the Commanding Officer o~ the Battalion. At this time, approxe
0330 hours, the Commanding Officer of the 52nd AIB told me that he wanted Lte
Coons to0 remain at his Headquarters and i = would tell him where and when he was
to take his men into position. I returned to *C* Company CP to assiat the company
in preparing their gear and to brief the .ompany officers as much as possible.

At ebout 0515 hours on 1 Januery 1945, I received orders from Major, O'Brien that
one platoon of Company *C® was to Eeport o Captain Knight of the 125th Engineers
in the vicinity of w8243+ Lt. Trigg anu the first platoon were sent at this times
At about 0700 hours on 1 January 1945 the two remaining platoons of Company *C*
left the area to take up position with and under the direction of the 62nd AIB in
the vicinity of Philippsbourge At about 0730 hours. on 1 January 1945 I returned
to Battalion Headquarters to learn from Major O'Brien that two platoons of Caompany
*A" had been committed to Captain Knight of the 12§5th Engineers to attempt to ree
lieve one of his platoons that were cut off by the enemy in the vicinity northe
west of Barenthale At about 0900 hours on 1 January 1945, work was received from
TF to relieve the lst Platoon of Qompany *C" and put one Platoon of Company "A* in
its piacee This was effecteds At 1115 hours on 1 January 1945, word was received
at Battalion Headquerters from Task Force Engineer that the first platoon of Company
sC* was to take up a position along the clearing from approxe 300 yards E-W from
Battalion Headquarters to the Barenthal - Philippsbourg roade At this time I was
Gispatched with Lte. Trigg and the lst Platoon of Company *C%, to take up this
position. Prior to dispatching Lt. Trigg I was to make personal contact with the
TF Engineer, who told me where he wanted the platoon placed and said that there
would be a company of Infantry who would also take up a position in this: arese At
this time he also iastructed Lt. Trigg that he was to personally report to him
when he had placed his platoon into positione At about 1145 hours. 1 January 1945,
an enemy barrage of mortars anda artillery was placed on and in the vicinity of
Battalion Headquerters. ITmmediately after thia barrage lifted t he enemy was seen
coming from the woods to tihe NE of Battalion Headquerters and at this time the
personnel of Battalion Headquarters engaged in a fire fight with the enemys AV
about 1300 hours on 1 January 1945 I was ordered by Major O'Brien to leave the CP
and attempt to make contact with TFe I left the CP at this time with one private
‘*_- =a0s gompanye As We arrived on the street leading to TF we were met by an enemy
- patrol and were fired on by small arms. It was impossible at this time to return
to Battalion Headquarters or get to TF Headquarters. We made our way to the south
east corner of town and got into the woodse At about 1530 on 1 January 1945 we









